
August 2024 Newsletter 

Rodmoor Gardens were looking lovely on 1st July 

when 18 gardeners attended a working party – 

it’s great to have so many people gardening as 

the site is large and the jobs which needed 

attention were many! (left) 

And on Thursday 4th July nine gardeners were 

busy in the beds at Albert Road – weeding, 

deadheading and more tidying – plus adding 

some mulch.  (below) 

We have added some explanatory signage to the ‘Scouts 

Beds’ near the Boat Roundabout and a new flag – with 

brighter printing! – to the mast of the boat on the Boat Roundabout, plus a sign listing our achievements 

over the years on the wall in the Town Garden. 

The heavy early 

morning rain on 

Sunday 7th 

disrupted the 

planned working 

party weeding 

the High Street – 

a huge thank you to all the individuals who found 

alternative opportunities to complete the job! 



There are very few vegetables currently 

available in the community potager but 

the herb bed , which is the large one 

nearest the library, is flourishing (left). As 

well as the usual, well known cooking 

herbs we have added some more unusual 

varieties – including woad!  There are 

labels on many of the plants so do have a 

look and pick small quantities of any 

leaves you need. The flower beds (right) 

are also looking good, we will leave some 

seed heads to self-seed the beds for next 

year.  

We received 283 entries from the local primary schools for the South West in Bloom Painting Competition 

– the children were asked to celebrate the 60th Anniversary of Britain in Bloom by depicting the theme for 

the year of friendship.  Our Portishead winners, whose pictures will go forward to South West in Bloom, 

are Anri, aged 6, from Portishead Primary (above left) and Leo, aged 10 from High Down School. Thanks to 

everyone who entered and our judge, Pat Shipsides. 

 

Jubilee Park and the walkway through to the Marina was the venue for our working party on 11th July – the 

bark mulch is helping keep the weeds down in an area which has been hard to keep tidy. The volunteers 

have also been along the side of the marina tackling weeds and tidying ready for the judging. 



PiB really appreciates the support we get throughout the year from 

the wider community which comes in many forms from thanks and 

donations to practical help. It makes such a difference when we all 

pull together.  Thanks to Portishead Running Club’s volunteers who 

tidied the area around their ‘Hutch’ opposite the pool adding a 

small flower bed and hanging baskets.  There isn’t space to thank 

everyone who has contributed individually but please know your 

support is valued.  

 

Sunday 14th saw a few volunteers sprucing up the 

Boat Roundabout – it is amazing how many weeds had 

encroached since our working party just three weeks 

ago – before a final pre-judging working party at 

Rodmoor Gardens. 

 

Ian Cawley and Tim Eley ( pictured left and centre while 
visiting Portishead Youth Centre )were our RHS South-West 
in Bloom judges this year – Tim judged us last year but it was 
Ian’s first visit to Portishead. After a slightly damp tour of the 
town seeing the various places we work and meeting 
volunteers both from PiB and from our partner organisations  
they adjourned to the Folk Hall for a buffet lunch. Tim and Ian 
were keen to chat further with our volunteer gardeners and 
hear more about the projects we have undertaken in the last 
year.  Now it’s fingers crossed until we hear the results in 
October!!  

With great reluctance we had to 

cancel the Big Picnic because the 

weather forecast for Saturday 20th 

was very poor – we would like to 

thank everyone who had committed 

time to the event. 

 



 

All work parties are 9.30-11.30am Please bring your own gloves, tools and green bags 
Tuesday 13th August Town Garden and Potager 

Wednesday 21st August Rodmoor Gardens and Nuttery 

Saturday 24th August  West Hill 

Thursday 29th August Jubilee Park 
Monday 2nd September Rodmoor gardens and Nuttery 

Tuesday 10th September Town Garden and Potager 

Wednesday 18th September Rodmoor Gardens and Nuttery 
Saturday 21st September Millenium Garden 

Thursday 26th September Station Road and Albert Road beds 

With the South West in Bloom judges due to 

judge Rodmoor Gardens and Jubilee Park on 

Tuesday 23rd July the gardeners were back in both 

venues making sure both were looking at their 

best on Monday 22nd. As you can see Rodmoor 

looked very colourful. 

 

 

 

 

 

PIB were present at the 

Portishead Summer 

Show, recruiting one 

new volunteer and 

twenty more people who 

wanted to receive the 

newsletter each month. 

Pictured is the raffle 

winner, Wendy Mason, 

with Lynn Watson who 

ably coordinated the 

many volunteers who ‘manned’ the stall.  

The final working party for July saw volunteers at 

both Albert Road and Station Road (pictured) – it 

was a hot morning but both areas are looking very 

tidy. 

This is the longest ever newsletter – and I haven’t 

even mentioned that the PiB judges have also been 

out judging our local competitions too…. to end, 

here’s the completed Frame of Friendship. 



 


