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Our Duke of Edinburgh’s Gold Award students have been growing vegetables for the community – this is 

what Daisy, Mabel and Aimee have to say about their experience:- 

 experience:- 

  

 

 

 

ALL WORK PARTIES ARE 9.30-11.30 PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN GLOVES,TOOLS AND GREEN BAGS 

Sunday 10th August Albert Road 

Tuesday 12th August Town Garden, Potager and Old Mill 

Wednesday 20th August Rodmoor Gardens and Nuttery 
Sunday 24th August Station Road 

Thursday 28th August West Hill 

Monday 1st September Rodmoor Gardens and Nuttery 

Tuesday 9th September Town Garden, Potager and Old Mill 

Saturday 13th September Millenium Garden 

Wednesday 17th September Rodmoor Gardens and Nuttery 

Thursday 25th September Jubilee Park 

I planted leafy greens 

in circles and some 

herbs, although the 

herbs struggled. In 

the centre I had 

sweet peas and 

broad beans. I also 

have some 

strawberries. 

 

I planted a variety of vegetables, 

including tomatoes, chard, 

broad beans and a pumpkin. I 

wanted to plant things that 

people would be able to pick and 

use themselves, so I also planted 

some cabbages. 

 

Since joining Portishead in Bloom I’ve really 

enjoyed learning a lot about planting, pruning 

and taking care of different types of 

vegetables and flowers. It has been a great 

experience getting to know the community 

and their involvement in making the 

Portishead gardens tidy and beautiful, and it 

has been fun helping out at their fundraising. 



Preparing the town for the South West in Bloom judging is a huge task and we would like to thank everyone 

who helped – the many willing hands made the task possible and have ensured Portishead looked its best 

on 8th July. The support from the community, in so many different forms, makes it all worthwhile!  

 After a week which 

saw small bands of 

gardeners scattered 

all over the town 23 

of them were 

together in Rodmoor 

Gardens on Monday 

7th July for a final 

work party before 

the judging.  

 

Despite the hot 

dry weather the 

roses are looking 

great – here are 

some examples 

including, on the 

left, the new 

Beryl roses 

planted earlier 

this year. 

 

South West in Bloom judging in 2024 took place on a very wet day so we were delighted by the fine, dry 

weather this year which gave the judges, Ian Cawley and Lesley Jelleyman a much more pleasant 

experience as they toured the town.  Volunteer gardeners and friends of PiB joined the judges for lunch at 

Clarence House and were delighted to hear Ian say that Portishead looked even better this year than last – 

so, fingers crossed until the formal announcements in October, but we feel quite proud and pleased with 

ourselves.  A few days off and then back to work next week and some planning for 2026! 

 

 



After the exceptionally hot weekend six volunteer 

gardeners tidied the Town Garden noting that there 

were still multitudinous ladybirds present.  While many 

of the plants have suffered in the dry conditions weeds 

continue to spring up, especially in the gravel paths. 

Portishead in Bloom relies on volunteers to maintain 

numerous planted areas around the town and our 

resources are increasingly stretched – we really need 

more gardeners to join us.  You don’t need to be a 

skilled or knowledgeable gardener – enthusiasm and a 

willingness to join in are the only required attributes!  

Pop along to any work party and you will be made very 

welcome.  Or email us at 

portishead_in_bloom@outlook.com to express interest. 

 

 

After a damp start Saturday 19th July was a beautiful bright day for the return of the Big Picnic after two 

years when rain forced us to cancel. The Portishead Concert Band, Portishead Sounds led by Wendy 

Sargeant, Audacity Juniors from the Youth Centre and the Highly Strung Band and Dancers with Jill Elliot 

provided the entertainment for those who gathered to listen and eat their picnics. It was lovely to see so 

many people enjoying this community event. Thanks to everyone who came and enjoyed us, performers, 

and audience alike! 

 

mailto:portishead_in_bloom@outlook.com


The gardeners were back deadheading and weeding in Rodmoor Gardens on 23rd July – despite the heat 

and dryness the roses are still blooming profusely as are many of the herbaceous plants. 

 

Thanks to everyone who came to 

the Portishead Show and talked 

to the volunteers on our stand – 

its always good to talk to people 

about what we do.   

And its great to be a part of such 

a successful community event! 

 

 

Tha volunteer gardeners ended the month tidying the beds at Station Road – lots of cutting back and 

weeding.  

 

It’s been a really busy month – thanks to everyone who has supported Portishead in Bloom – it’s much 

appreciated! 


