
CHAIRMAN’S NEWSLETTER 

 

First of all, I am sure that many of you will know already that Portishead in Bloom did very well at the 

South-West in Bloom celebration day down in Truro.  Thirteen of us set off in the hours of darkness 

on Thursday, September 19
th
 and returned at 8.00 o’clock as evening fell armed with not only our 6

th
 

Gold Medal Award but the St. Bridget cup as overall winners of our class.  As you can imagine, we 

were surprised, delighted and overwhelmed with our achievement.  Our judges, Tom Sharples and 

John Goolden described our entry (which was judged on one of the hottest days of the year on July 

17
th
) as “enjoyable, confident and efficient!”  Our “It’s Your Neighbourhoods” did very well.  The Deans 

Allotments and the Millennium Garden received “Outstanding”, (the highest award) and everyone else 

received either “Developing” or “Thriving”, the full results can be seen on the South-West in Bloom 

website, www.southwestinbloom.org.uk.  The Quaker garden in St. Mary’s Road, which was a first 

time entry did particularly well with a “Thriving” award and was a delight to see with a fine selection of 

vegetables and flowers.  The Phoenix Bar in Portishead was also nominated in the “Best Pub in the 

South-West” category: the award eventually went to a Bristol pub.  I also nominated our wonderful 

Ken Windibank for the “volunteer’s” award but this unfortunately went elsewhere – another time 

perhaps! 

Our thanks must go to Portishead Town Council, North Somerset Council, Glendale, Rod Pooley and 

Keith Southey, in particular for all their hard work and financial help on our behalf.  We should also 

like to thank all those people who gave up their time to support us on the day and in particular, Peter 

Connell who drove the judges around the route.   

The town has looked beautiful and has attracted positive comments from near and far.  We are 

particularly grateful to all those kind people and local groups who have supported us by either sending 

cheques or dropping money into our buckets on our collection days. 

Our Carousels and Tubs 

As already stated, we have had many positive comments about our carousels and tubs this year and 

in particular about the colour scheme which had a lovely country cottage garden feel to it.  We have 

already been discussing colours for next year and have decided on white with possibly magenta and 

a deep pink.  As the knowledgeable Geoff Hamilton used to say “white glows in the evening light” so 

this would suit the High Street particularly well.  The carousel baskets have already been taken down 

by Keith Southey as they very quickly went past their best when the weather changed.  The tubs will 

be emptied on Sunday, 20
th

 October and filled on Sunday, 27
th
 October.  We shall be meeting at the 

Precinct at 9.00 a.m. on both occasions to start the work.  

http://www.southwestinbloom.org.uk/


Summer Tubs and Hanging Baskets 

It has been rewarding to work with the newly refurbished White Lion and Venga tapas bar in the High 

Street.  We have supplied both the establishments with either hanging baskets or tubs to brighten up 

their premises.  We have also provided herb tubs for Chandos Deli, which was a new venture both for 

them and us.  The herbs are used by the café in their dishes so contributing towards “incredible 

edibles”.  We hope more local cafes and restaurants will join in with this scheme next year.   

Apple Day   

This annual event will take place on Sunday, 13
th
 October from 11.00 am until 3.00 pm at the Weston-

in-Gordano orchard which is accessed by turning down the lane just before the church.  Please bring 

your own bottles for filling with fresh apple juice which will be pressed on site from the orchard apples.  

Together with Transition Towns Portishead, we will also be offering local people the chance to press 

juice from their own apples at The Vale on Saturday, 19
th
 October from 10 a.m.- noon and in the 

afternoon at Court Farm, High Street, from 2.00 pm until 4.00 pm. 

2
nd

 Portishead Scouts   

I am sure that everyone has noticed the lovely planting done by 2
nd

 Portishead Scouts at the Groynes 

on Wyndham Way.  Brackenwood Nursery very kindly helped with supplying plug plants which the 

scouts potted up and grew on prior to their planting evening in early June.  They were still hard at it as 

darkness fell but the results have been lovely. 

Our Celebration Evening 

Just a reminder that we will be holding our Celebration Evening on Friday 15
th
 November at the Folk 

Hall from 7.30 p.m.  We will be awarding the John Daws cup and a cheque for £100 to the worthy 

recipient who has been chosen “for their invaluable contribution to our town in 2013”.  The cheque 

has been donated by the North Somerset Times.  The evening is always a pleasant one and 

culminates in a buffet supper cooked by our fair hands!  Please come if you can. 

Work parties, tub emptying and filling days 

Our work party is always on the first Monday morning of the month.  We plant, cut back and prune our 

various beds around the town on these occasions and an e-mail is always sent as a reminder with 

details on where to meet.  We often have supplementary work parties when they are needed.  Just to 

re-iterate, tub emptying will take place on Sunday, 20
th
 October, meeting at the Precinct at 9.00 a.m.  

Tub filling will be done on Sunday, 27
th
 October meeting at the Precinct at 9.00 a.m. 

Weston, Clevedon and Portishead Light Railway Information Board 

At long last, the information board which has been jointly funded by Portishead in Bloom and the 

Weston, Clevedon and Portishead Light Railway Group will be installed and unveiled by Jemma 

Cooper, the B.B.C. presenter, on Thursday, 24
th
 October (time to be decided).  It will stand very close 

to the site of the W.C. & P. light railway station which was (approximately) where Wyndham Way now 

meets the entrance to the Co-op car park. 

Lake Grounds Information Board 

Hopefully, many people will have seen and appreciated the information board which gives the history 

and amenities of the Lake Grounds.  The board was unveiled by Councillor David Pasley in July.  We 

are extremely grateful to Costa Coffee (Portishead) for funding it and Kevin Carlton of North Somerset 

Council for organising its installation.  

  



Open Gardens 2014 

We are already planning this event which will take place on the second weekend in June.  The 

weekend is without doubt our big fund raiser and enables us to maintain our gold award status for our 

town.  If you love your garden and would welcome visitors, then why not consider opening next year.  

All you have to do is give me an indication of your interest to join in at this stage.  There is also a 

possibility of a mini-event in Spring to view garden(s) awash with spring bulbs - again if you are 

interested in joining in, please let me know. 

Bulbs 

For many years now, we have been buying many varieties of bulbs during the autumn.  This year is 

no exception and we will planting narcissi, camassias, crocus, wild daffodils, alliums, snakeshead 

fritillaries, anemone blanda, English bluebells and tulips in appropriate places.   We hope that the 

sight of these bulbs when they flower in the spring and early summer will lift the spirits of passers-by.   

Poppies and Tulips 

2014 is of course, the centenary of the outbreak of World War One.  We hope, together with other 

areas of North Somerset, to be scattering red poppy seeds on verges etc.  We have also purchased 

100 red tulip bulbs (variety Ile de France) which will be planted in an eye-catching place as a reminder 

of the sacrifice made during that horrific war. 

Portishead in Bloom D.V.D 

And finally, a big thank you to Daisy Bickley and Portishead Camera Club for another wonderful 

D.V.D. which was sent to our judges as a taster of what was to come.  If you would like a copy, which 

costs £2.50, please let me know. 

Sandy Tebbutt  - October 2013   www.portisheadinbloom.org.uk 

                                  (Photos by Bryan Stokes)  

P.S.  I’m sure many people will have missed Chris Button’s newsletter when she very sadly had to leave us.  This first 

newsletter from me will I hope, go some way to plugging the gap she left.  If you would prefer not to receive this, please let me 

know or alternatively, if you know of someone who would wish to receive it, please let me know their e-mail. 

http://www.portisheadinbloom.org.uk/

