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The Queen’s Award
for Voluntary Service

Back in December we received a query about SOMEISEY HALT
the flags which are such an integral part of
summer in Portishead so we would like to
salute the hard work of the small band of
people who make and maintain them. The
flags are made from balloon material
obtained from Cameron’s Balloons in Bristol
— over time the team have learnt which
colours last better and that they need to use
their stronger fabric — although for economy the team raid the scrap bins for free smaller pieces too. The
flags take a beating from the weather so there is a regular pattern of repair then replacement. Six were in
shreds by the end of 2023 — we already know one of the replacements will celebrate Portishead Town FC
but the designs for the others are still ‘under wraps’. None of the volunteer sewers charge PiB for their
expenses — they say they do it because they enjoy it and want the town to do well in South West in Bloom.
We are all looking forward to seeing the new designs — which will probably be seen in the precinct first!
Thanks to all involved for their labours of love — which are greatly appreciated.

All work parties 9.30-11.30 Please bring gloves, tools and green bags

Tuesday 9% January Potager and Town Garden

Saturday 13 January Orchard - pruning — bring secateurs and loppers

Wednesday 17*" January Rodmoor Gardens

Thursday 25" January Jubilee Park

Monday 29 January West Hill

Monday 5% February Rodmoor Gardens

Saturday 10th February Rodmoor Gardens— compost spreading — wheelbarrows and
rakes

Tuesday 13" February Potager and Town Garden

Wednesday 21° February Station Road

Thursday 29* February Jubilee Park

Monday 5" March Rodmoor —rose pruning

North Somerset Council removed the box hedge
which was in a very sad state along the top side

| of Rodmoor Gardens and on Tuesday 5%
December four of our gardeners tidied and edged
| the border. We had already decided not to
replace the hedge but were pleased that several
of the people passing commented that they feel
it looks better without it —and one local resident
said she was pleased as it had much improved
her view into the park! North Somerset Council
have also repaired and replaced the groynes by
the Scouts Beds — working co-operatively
together really benefits the town




Twelve gardeners assembled in the Potager on 12" December ready to tackle the weeds which have
colonised the gravel areas — not a very pleasant job but the damp conditions made removing the roots
easier even though some of the areas were waterlogged. Once the weeding was done they spread fresh
chippings in the worst affected areas which we hope will act as a mulch to inhibit regrowth.

Our Christmas Sale in the Potager on Saturday 16™ December raised over £700
after expenses which is a significant boost to our income. Thank you to everyone
involved, those who collected the holly and mistletoe, who made the beautiful
table decorations and dried flower bouquets, and who helped on the day —and, of
course, to everyone who bought from us or made a donation as they passed. We

e

really appreciate your support. ,g&

On December 20" we were back in Rodmoor Gardens
—the gardeners were scattered round the garden and
nuttery, cutting the hedges, pruning, weeding,
planting bulbs and sweeping up the sodden leaves.
The support we get from North Somerset Council and
their contractor, Glendale, is often mentioned in our
newsletter —and on the left you can see Pete — he’s
somewhat elusive and wouldn’t turn to face me - we
really value his help in picking up the piles of
branches, leaves and other debris we produce.
Thanks again, Pete!

Our final working party for 2023 was at Station Road on
28 December......at 9.20am the heavens opened and the
rain was torrential but by 10am there were some doughty
gardeners cutting back and weeding. The volunteers this
morning included three students from Gordano school
working towards their Duke Of Edinburgh’s awards.
Thanks to all the volunteer gardeners for their efforts
throughout the year — it is much appreciated!

@ January can be a bit dull — why not join us for coffee and cake in Café Lido on
: Friday 11% January at from 10.15am - for a chat and to discuss our priorities for
2024? We hope to see you there!




