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Early on Sunday 4™ February the newly
donated boat was installed on the
roundabout — well done to everyone
concerned with this major job and thanks to
Adrian Smythe and the RNLI team who
made this happen. ‘Hedwig’ weighs 750kg and is sunk 18inches into the ground - what a fantastic bit of
team work!

All work parties are 9.30-11.30am Please bring your own gloves, tools and green bags
Monday 4t March Rodmoor Gardens — rose pruning
Tuesday 12t March Potager and Town Garden
Wednesday 20™" March Rodmoor Gardens

Thursday 28" March Albert Road

Tuesday 2™ April Rodmoor Gardens

Saturday 6" April Station Road

Tuesday 9" April Potager and Town Garden
Wednesday 17t April Rodmoor Gardens

Saturday 20t April Millennium garden

Thursday 25t April Jubilee Park

Some of the gardeners planted a mixed native hedge alongside the Potager at
the Town Garden which will replace the fruit bushes that have now gone to a
more suitable home in Willow Community Gardens. Meanwhile others were
working at a variety of tasks in Rodmoor Gardens including removing some
overgrown and exhausted shrubs, prunlng the bamboo and generally tidying
up as winter comes to an end. !

B |t might be a record for the time of
g8 year as a total of twenty gardeners
enjoyed a well-earned coffee break —
and discussed the options for
replanting the beds which need
refreshing. We welcome anyone who
would like to join us in making the town more attractive through
gardening — no experience needed! Just come along to any working party and you will be made very
welcome.




Volunteers from Portishead in Bloom were delighted to
support St Peter’s School’s ‘Living in Your Community’ day.
Thousands of beans and peas were potted up to be donated
to other community groups including the Youth Centre and
the community Potager outside the library. PiB will also be
donating wild flower seeds for the children to scatter along
the running
track.

Two more heavy tasks
tackled by the volunteer
gardeners were
emptying the compost
bins at Rodmoor
Gardens then mulching
the rose beds on
Saturday 10t followed,
on Tuesday 12t by : ; /
laying some wild flower turf which was donated to PiB in the town garden alongside the new native hedge.
Grass seed will be sown in April to fill the gap between the new turf and existing lawn.
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February is proving to be an exceptionally busy
month — on Thursday 15™ the volunteers were back
at the end of Wyndham Way to work on the setting
for ‘Hedwig’ — the boat is now surrounded by large
pebbles. And a much bigger and more visible sign
has been erected above the Portishead in Bloom
planter to welcome visitors to the town —and to
blow our own trumpet!

Attention turned to the other end of
Wyndham Way on Saturday 17" when four gardeners, including Alicia who is volunteering
with PiB as part of her Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award weeded the flower beds and
removed the encroaching couch grass. (see below) Alicia also shared a photograph of the
hyacinths she grew from the bulbs she chose while helping at our Christmas Sale.




We were delighted to take delivery of a new bench, very kindly
donated by Bob and Wendy Hinton. The bench has been placed beside
one of the raised beds in the Potager, adjacent to the library and is a
very welcome addition to this popular spot.

Especial thanks are also due to Barry Gunter who has worked an
enormous number of hours this month undertaking a variety of tasks
including positioning the boat, the bench and a new water butt!

Rain postponed the planned working party for the
reinvigorated beds on Station Road, although it was
raining again when seven hardy gardeners arrived two
days later to weed and prune some of the shrubs. As you
can see the daffodils we planted last year are blooming cine S
and have brightened up the borders. ke ; - ‘ s

Meanwhile, another
step forward on the : . : S
Boat Roundabout, the mast has been raised on Hedwig. She will soon be
ready to help the RNLI celebrate their 200t anniversary. There will be an
article in the forthcoming Enjoy magazine about the Boat Roundabout
too...

Our final work party on
the 29™ was in Jubilee
Park — after a wet week
it was very muddy but
we were able to do
some weeding and
pruning. We don’t
seem to attract as many volunteers to this location as to
some others but it’s a popular place with residents —
one lady stopped to comment that it was her favourite
Portishead park. If you haven’t visited before why not
join us next time we garden there?




