May 2025 Newsletter

@@
Portishead

; Gom
€ 3.0 SN

Jubilee Park were awarded 5
stars from South West in Bloom.
B The support PiB receives from North Somerset council and their
contractors, Glendale, is key to this success — pictured left is Pete who
collects our woody waste after each working party.

The Queen s Award
for Voluntary Service

All work parties are 9.30-11.30am Please bring your own gloves, tools and green bags

Monday 12" May 6pm
Tuesday 13t May

Sunday 18" May
Wednesday 215t May
Thursday 22" May 6pm
Thursday 29" May

Sunday 1% June

Monday 2" June

Saturday 7t"/Sunday 8" June

Tuesday 10" June
Wednesday 18" June
Sunday 22" June
Thursday 26" June

SALE

West Hill

Town Garden, Old Mill , Wyndham Way, Albert Road

Empty Blue Tubs

Rodmoor Gardens and Nuttery

Replant Blue Tubs

Millennium Gardens

Boat Roundabout — beware of the traffic!

Rodmoor Gardens and Nuttery

Open Gardens Weekend — help needed in Millennium
Gardens and offers of cakes and quiches — email your
offers of help and contributions please!

Town Garden and Old Mill

Rodmoor Gardens and Nuttery

Station Road

Jubilee Park

PLANT Our annual plant sale will take place on Saturday 10" May in
the Town Garden, opposite the library from 9.30

Over a
number of
years various
nursery
groups have
planted
cowslips and

primroses on the meadow near the Outdoor Swimming Pool —
the gardeners have cleared the tree pits and removed suckers
from the tree bases to encourage healthy growth.




Much of the planting in the beds outside the outdoor pool was removed to allow the scaffolders access
when the solar panels were added. PiB manages these beds so on 3™ April fifteen gardeners added
appropriate salt and wind tolerant plants. Everyone was delighted with the gift of 4 substantial olive trees
which have added height and maturity to the scheme. We will be adding a water butt to enable us to look
after the plants in dry spells. Thanks to Portishead Pool Community Trust for a donation towards the
planting and for the refreshments for the
gardeners!

Later the same day one of the raised beds
in the Town Garden was sown with wild
flower seeds — fingers crossed we get
good germination and a beautiful
miniature field of
colour in the summer.

And later in the week
the DoE student
volunteers were also busy planting seeds
in the Town Garden.

Meanwhile a new flag was raised on the Boat Roundabout to replace
the one which was damaged by the winter weather. This year we will
take the flag down before the winter!




The nursery children who enjoy their ‘Forest
School’ outings in the Nuttery asked if they
could have a small bed to dig in —so our
volunteers have provided one edged with
sleepers. Portishead in Bloom members are
always keen to encourage young gardeners!

From now until the South West in Bloom
judging is our busiest time so we are very
keen to welcome new volunteer gardeners to
join us at any of our work parties!

Saturday 12t April was unseasonably warm
and sunny so working in Millennium Garden was popular. It’s such a big space that even eighteen
gardeners weeding enthusiastically couldn’t complete the job but we have made an excellent start.

Twelve gardeners were scattered around the town centre on Tuesday 15™. The Town Garden is now
looking very smart. Bill and Malcolm have finally got down to the soil at one end of the Old Mill site which
is excellent progress!

A damp start to the day on
Wednesday 23 saw most of the
gardeners in Rodmoor Gardens tackling the weeds which
had sprouted in response to the numerous showers in the
preceding days the dampness also made them easy to
remove after a couple of hours order had been restored.
Other gardeners were in Woodhill Road and outside the
Outdoor Swimming pool giving some ‘tIc’ to the new olive
trees.



The new bed at the top of the Nuttery
steps is a bright patch of colourin a
previously rather shady, dark corner.
The wide variety of plants mean there
are always different flowers and
foliage to admire in Rodmoor Gardens
— the flowering cherry looked
particularly good this morning — a mass
of pale pink blossom.

Sunday 27t saw a significant milestone reached
behind the Old Mill as the remaining gravel was
cleared along with the membrane leaving soil which
will ultimately become a bed for shrubs. Huge thanks
to all those who have laboured to make this happen —
a very heavy, and at times seemingly endless task,
completed by excellent teamwork.
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B s, TR TR R i Below is an example of the archetypal PiB photo —
PORTISHEAD IN BLOOM the gardeners work so hard it’s difficult not to

catch them in unflattering poses — usually | veto
using too many which feature posteriors but this
is such a classic and the people are unrecognisable
— | think! Unless you know better!!

OPEN GARDENS WEEKEND 2025
Saturday 7th June and Sunday 8th June
10.30am-5pm

e

15 local and varied gardens to visit with lunches,
teas and refreshments

£5.00 per programme which admits one person only to all gardens
(children free). Please show your programme as you enter the gardens.




