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On February 1% we were delighted to have some younger volunteers including our DoE students joining us
in Rodmoor Gardens to dig out the compost bins and mulch the rose beds. Thanks to everyone who helped
with this heavy task — it’s great to have this additional support. '

The gardeners returned to Rodmoor just two days later for a regular work party, weeding and tidying the
beds. Whilst the weather was initially pleasant it became very wet — but the gardeners were indefatigable
and continued their efforts.

All work parties are 9.30-11.30am Please bring your own gloves, tools and green bags
Tuesday 11t March Town Garden, Potager and Old Mill

Wednesday 19th March Rodmoor Gardens and Nuttery

Thursday 27t March Station Road

Thursday 3™ April Lido Beds and Meadow

Monday 7" April Rodmoor Gardens and Nuttery

Saturday 12t April Millenium Garden

Wednesday 23" April Rodmoor Gardens and Nuttery

Sunday 27" April Old Mill - removing gravel — heavy work!

Thursday 1t May Jubilee Park

PLANT Our annual plant sale will take place on Saturday 10" May in the
SALE Town Garden, opposite the library from 9.30 am




. Not all our volunteers are able to join
E the regular working parties but do
valued work at other times —which we
very much appreciate! Archie has a
range of powered equipment which
means he can make light work of tasks
which would otherwise be very
onerous — thanks Archie for tidying up
the West Hill heather beds! And
thanks too, to the other unseen
volunteers  working in  various
locations throughout the year!

Fifteen gardeners joined the working party
at various locations around the town on
Tuesday 11" February. Whilst many were
weeding and some preparing one of the
raised beds for wildflower seeds in March
others were tackling the area behind the
Old Mill. Digging out the ugly white gravel
is proving a major headache but we made
good progress removing a heap of
branches and wood, revealing some brick
pavingin the process. If anyone has access
to a mini-digger and could help us remove
the gravel, we would be very grateful!

<3

The work party in Rodmoor Gardens on 19t February concentrated on more of the areas which get least
attention, by pruning and shaping the shrubs in this bed we revealed the magnolia tree which will soon be
in flower. As it was half term two of the DoE students were able to join us —above right.

Desperately seeking hi-vis waistcoats! If anyone has a PiB hi-vis waistcoat they no longer
wear we would love to have it back. Please pop along to a work party or email
Portishead in_bloom@outlook.com to arrange a way to return you waistcoat. Thanks!
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Lots of people enjoyed a coffee in
Café Lido on 20" February while
hearing about the plans for the
coming year.

PiB also gave a talk to the Portishead
Senior Forum this week — it has
become an annual event as their
members love to hear about our
plans and also see the video we
presented to the South West in
Bloom judges showcasing the town.
We would like to thank them for
their donation too.

The Senior Forum also asked about
the South West in Bloom ‘In Your
Neighbourhood’ (IYN) scheme for volunteer led community gardening projects/groups who are focused on
improving their local environment through community gardening. They can be for example, working in their
local street, or the area where they live — in Portishead we have a number of IYN’s including some of the
retirement living communities, the allotment societies and some of the schools also enter the ‘In Your
School’ (IYS) scheme. There is lots of information on the South West In Bloom website,
https://www.southwestinbloom.org.uk/Its-Your-Neighbourhood.aspx

Saturday 22" saw a small band of gardeners weeding and tidying the Boat Roundabout — and starting some
repairs to the mast so that a new flag can fly when the weather improves! There were more gardeners on
Wyndham Way cutting down the tall grasses.

The gardeners ended the month working at Albert Road — and
noted how lovely it was to see the spring flowers coming
through ona glorious sunny
morning. As always we
extend a warm welcome to
any new gardeners who
would like to join our work
parties - there’s always lots
to do and time to chat too!
Just pop along, say hello
and join in...we would love
to see you.
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