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October started with the major task of replacing five
more of the blue metal tubs on the High Street and
replacing them with self watering troughs. It’s a very
heavy job but we were fortunate to have some strong
volunteers on hand to help.

On the same
day volunteer
gardeners
were also
working on
the Boat
Roundabout -
it’s a much
bigger space
than you might imagine and needs a lot of work!

We are in dire need of

\ORNga228] more volunteers — no
NEEDED! gardening expertise is

required, just a
willingness to join in and
M help keep the town
| looking lovely. If you are
interested just come along to any of our work

parties and you will be warmly welcomed!
Tea, coffee and biscuits are provided!

All work parties are 9.30-11.30 Please bring your own gloves, tools and green bags
Tuesday 11" November Town Garden, Potager and Old Mill
Saturday 15" November West Hill
Wednesday 19" November Rodmoor Gardens and Nuttery
Thursday 27t November Esplanade Meadow and Lido Beds
Saturday 29" November Millennium Garden
Monday 1t December Rodmoor Gardens and Nuttery
Sunday 7" December — busy road to cross = Boat Roundabout
Tuesday 9" December Town Garden, Potager and Old Mill
Wednesday 17" December Rodmoor Gardens and Nuttery

\ Our Christmas Sale of table decorations and hyacinth

bowls will take place in the Town Garden, outside the
library, on Saturday 13" December from 9.30am




The sun brought the gardeners out in force on Monday 6™ October to work in Rodmoor Gardens, there
were numerous fallen small branches, sticks and twigs brought down by the high winds to pick up as well as
bulbs to plant, grass to cut, deadheading and weeding to do.
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The
working party centred round the Town
Garden by the library saw gardeners
working (I to r) in the Potager beds, at
the Old Mill and the ‘hot’ bed on
Wyndham Way. Later, on the same day
two of the DoE volunteers also started
tidying the Millennium Bed supported
by their PiB mentor.

Some of the PiB volunteers attended the South West

in Bloom award ceremony in Torquay to collect our
‘gold’ award. The good news was shared with more of
our volunteers and supporters at our own Celebration
Evening on 17™ October.

Our chair, Jane Pagano,
described some of the
highlights of the year
and outlined some
provisional plans for
2026 including revitalising the Town Garden by replacing the obelisks and
changing one of the beds to a succulent bed, buying more self-watering tubs
to replace the worn-out ones on the High Street, adding a flagpole to the Boat Roundabout and generally
planting more bulbs and perennials across our area. She also thanked everyone who supports PiB including




NS Council, the Town Council, local businesses who purchase colourful flower tubs each year, Ed Southey
and his mowing team, the flag makers, Christmas Lights Team and all of the many volunteers. (Apologies if |
missed anyone off the list)

Two of our local gardening experts provided
‘GQT’ style answers to questions submitted
before the meeting — hopefully those posing the
guestions will get great results from following
the advice given.

Leisure and Tourism category from Portishead achieved
Gold Awards — The Ship, Phoenix Bar and Sarah Tynan
Flowers. Award winners in the ‘It’s Your Neighbourhood’
and ‘It’s Your School’ were then announced and
presented with their certificates. Jane encouraged
others to enter in 2026!

| Certificates were presented to the entrants in
our own local competitions, Clarence House
and Phoenix Bar gained Gold in the Public
House category, with The Ship overall winners.
Grange Lodge narrowly beat St Peter’s Lodge in

the Community Housing category — always a close rivalry!

There were fewer entries in the Front and Back
Garden categories than in previous years so Jane
encouraged more people to enter in 2026. The
winners were, front garden, Peter Chaplin and
back garden, Linda Rice with certificates awarded
to all who entered. Congratulations to all
involved and a very big thank you to the
committee members who organised the evening!

—-fé‘ The weather forecast for Sunday 19™ October
__ was for rain so some of our volunteers emptied
— their blue tubs the previous day —in the event
most of the summer bedding was removed in
mild drizzle before the heavier rain began. The
partially used compost will be reused elsewhere
on the PiB flowerbeds and the greenery will be
composted by NS Council. Thanks to all who
helped!

Lost property — this very nice trowel was found
after the tubs were replanted in May — if it’s yours reclaim it
by emailing portishead in bloom@outlook.com
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The third Wednesday of each month brings a work party in Rodmoor Gardens and the Nuttery. There were
fifteen gardeners weeding, cutting back and raking up the fallen leaves from the grassed areas. When

sodden leaves carpet the grass, it dies so those leaves are added to the compost whilst those which fall on
the flower beds can be left in place.

The sun shone but the wind was chilly and
coming down from the North this morning
as our wonderful volunteers spread out
around the town to plant up the tubs and
troughs that will provide so much colour
in the winter months. We had about 37
volunteers out today, but we really do
need even more for this twice-yearly task.

The Youth Centre gardening
club members decorated
some poles which have now
been added to the bed at
Station Road to provide
additional colour in this
rather shady spot.

We ended the month
preparing the Memorial Bed
and the Bell with poppies for
Armistice Day.
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on Sale at

Careys DIY
Flagship Boutique
The Ship Inn
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