
November 

2024 

Newsletter 

We are 

delighted 

to announce that South West in Bloom have awarded 

Portishead GOLD again! 

The Portishead in Bloom Calendar is now on sale priced at £6 

from Carey’s, Flagship Boutique and The Ship Inn.   

Our dedicated volunteers 

demonstrated that it really 

is true that many hands 

make light work – or in this 

case, less heavy work on 

Sunday 6th October.  Three 

of the metal tubs were 

emptied – and removed - 

while three new plastic 

tubs with water reservoirs 

were filled with compost. 

No-one knew what lay 

hidden in the base of the old tubs – hopefully 

someone will benefit from the 

hardcore/aggregate we discovered and 

advertised as free to collect! 

Our annual Christmas 

Sale featuring 

Christmas Table 

decorations, seasonal 

greenery and potted hyacinths will take place from 

9.30am on Saturday 14th December, in the Town 

Garden, outside the library 

All work parties are 9.30-11.30am Please bring your own tools, gloves and green bags 
Monday 4th November Rodmoor Gardens 

Tuesday 12th November Town garden and Potager 

Saturday 16th November Millennium Garden 
Wednesday 20th November Rodmoor Gardens 

Thursday 28th November Albert Road 

Sunday 1st December West Hill 

Monday 2nd December Rodmoor Gardens 
Tuesday 10th December Town Garden and Potager 

Wednesday 18th December Rodmoor Gardens 

Monday 30th December Station Road 

  



On Monday 7th October 

15 gardeners joined the 

regular work party in 

Rodmoor Gardens, they 

were scattered across 

the garden, trimming 

the lavender, 

deadheading the roses, 

pruning, edging the 

beds, weeding and 

generally tidying up. 

Two metal obelisks 

were also concreted into place in the bed where we had previously removed a rosemary hedge.  New roses 

will be added in due course and some fragrant climbers will complete the plan. Pictured are the three 

people leading on this project, left to right, Ken, Diana and Barry. 

The volunteers were in the High Street 

again on the following Sunday, changing 

four more metal tubs for self watering 

plastic ones – at the base of these were 

some railway sleepers and cast iron 

drain covers…  That’s all this year’s 

budget allows us to do but hopefully 

more can be replaced next year. 

Thanks too to the gardeners who were 

busy tidying up the Boat Roundabout at 

the same time! 

We hope the tubs and the pieces of rail-track in their bases may be recycled/reused by our friends John 

Osbourne and Karen at Industrial Modern – it was John who made the sculpture in Rodmoor Gardens. 

 

 

 

 

 

And a few more local award winners from South West in Bloom – Sarah Tynan was delighted with her Gold 

Business Certificate, while our own PiB website won the Barry Cruse MBE Trophy as the best website and 

St George’s Wild Flower Bed on the A369 at Pill won the Monk Trophy for best use of native plants. The 

Ship was placed third in the Best Decorated Pub in the whole of the South East and received a gold award 

whilst the Phoenix Bar and Posset Cup both gained a silver award in the same category 

  



PiB held its AGM and Annual Celebration Evening on Friday 18th 

October. One of our Open Garden host, Helen van Laun, spoke 

eloquently about the experience before Chair, Jane Pagano, 

summed up the year, everyone watched the video presentation 

shown to the judges back in August and celebrated the success 

of our Its Your Neighbourhood entries, all of whom achieved the 

highest level – Jane commented that we have never had all top 

awards before.  Well done everyone. 

Then it was time for our own Portishead in Bloom awards, the Posset Cup for the best communal gardens 

went to Grange Lodge. The Ship won Best Public House with Phoenix Bar as runners up.  The best front 

garden was awarded to Roy and Helen Studley and the best rear garden to Linda Rice. Subsequently 

everyone enjoyed the buffet and a chance to chat – it was lovely to see so many people supporting PiB! 

Just a reminder that the paths at the corners of the 

Rodmoor Gardens can be very slippery when wet. North 

Somerset Council are aware of the problem but we have 

put some cones out and notices to remind people to be 

very careful! 

 

The volunteers were back in 

Rodmoor Gardens on 23rd 

October – another lovely sunny 

morning.  Lots to prune – opening 

up the vista of the garden through 

the bamboo. The wet leaves 

create a thick blanket which 

suffocates the grass under the 

trees in the Nuttery so the 

gardeners were raking and 

removing them to make leaf 

mould which will subsequently 

condition the soil. 



This newsletter seems to be somewhat dominated by the blue planters 

which are such a feature of our High Street and other public areas.  The 

volunteers who look after the tubs empty and replant them twice a year, in 

May and October.  We had a great response to our recent request for 

additional support and were pleased to welcome some new members to the 

team over the past weeks – including Kate and Helen pictured left.  Thanks 

to everyone who helped with the task – it’s quite a logistical feat!  As always 

when we were working in the High Street it was gratifying how many people 

bothered to stop and thank us or say how much they appreciate our work – 

definitely makes it all worth while. 

And an update from John Osbourne also relating to the tubs has just been 

received, ‘Message from John Osbourne that I thought would be of interest 

has just arrived, ‘Just thought you and the team would like to know that we 

are working with local train enthusiasts and a history group as the original 

pieces of track are Brunel's Broad Gauge Track! Some will be repurposed 

and some donated to museums! We'll keep you informed.’  Amazing! 

Over the year PiB receives many kind donations, sometimes money and sometimes 

plants – for which we are very grateful.  We have just been given 3,000 crocus bulbs 

by the Rotary Club of Portishead – we will be deciding where to plant these very 

soon and look forward to some additional colour in the Spring. 

It sounds like an Enid 

Blyton story – five go 

to Jubilee Park – but 

rather than solving a 

mystery our 

gardeners were planting daffodil bulbs and 

crocus corms, pruning buddleia and digging 

out grasses!   

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 


