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NEWSLETTER 2021  

   367.5  Volunteer hours this year 

South West in Bloom Gold Award Winners 2008-2019 

 Champion of Champions Gold Award 2017  

One of the top 7 In Bloom places in the UK  

PORTISHEAD—a great place to live!  

WORK PARTIES 
We are delighted to announce that we are  
resuming work parties.  

Tuesday April13th—    The Potager 

(Near the Library) 

Wednesday April21st—Rodmoor Gardens 

Thursday April 29th—    Jubilee Park 

Tuesday May 4th—       Rodmoor Gardens 

Tuesday May 11th–     Potager 

Wednesday May 19th  Rodmoor Gardens 

Thursday May 27th—   Esplanade 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to join us at one of our work 
parties please bring your own gloves and  
gardening tools such as a trowel and pruners. 
At present we can not share tools.  

We would be delighted to see you 

TV Stars! 
We were very surprised and delighted to be asked to  
feature on the BBC Points West programme on   
Wednesday, March 31st. The report was linked with the 
RHS requiring digital submissions for their national  
judging this year instead of the judges visiting. 
A lovely item was produced and BBC reporter Sarah –
Jane Bungay  interviewed Jane Pagano and Fran  
Bennett, both appearing confidently on TV. Luckily it was 
a beautiful day and Rodmoor gardens were looking  
gorgeous.  

The camera man and Sarah-Jane spent about 1.5 hours 
with us and Portishead in Bloom were asked to provide a 
few people to garden in the background.  

You never know what will be included in a TV report as a 
lot of what is filmed on the day is never used. Dave, the 
cameraman, was filming from the top part of the garden 
but all of us gardening were surprised that the zoom lens 
was well used and caught us gardening, unaware that 
we were being filmed! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It was certainly a special event for Portishead in Bloom 
and we will include some of the report in our digital  
application for national judging. 

NATIONAL JUDGING 
We are thrilled to be one of only 5 places 
entered by the South West in Bloom 
Committee. It certainly is a great honour to 
be recognised.  
As the criteria for submissions is different 
this year, two members of Portishead in 
Bloom attended a Zoom webinar  
organised by the RHS. Over 100 people  
attended representing chosen villages, 
towns and cities from all over the country. 
Five experts spoke about what they are  
expecting from entries this year and  
answering questions about the process. It 
was an informative, worthwhile Zoom call. 

Welcome to our new volunteers  



Dates for your Diary 
Plant Sale   Saturday    May 15th 
Potager—near the Library 
Regional Judging   Early July 
 
Big Picnic –Saturday    July 17th 
Jubilee Park    (if restrictions allow) 
 
Summer Show Saturday July 24th 
                             Sunday July 25th 
Help will be needed to “ man” the  
Portishead in Bloom” stand 

FRONT GARDEN AWARDS 
Do you have a lovely front garden or know of a garden 
in your neighbourhood? 
If you do, why not enter our front garden awards? 
Only front gardens visible from the road or drive will be 
judged. 
 

 
 

FREE TO ENTER 

Send an entry via an email to  
Portisheadinbloom@btinternet.com 

Please state your name and address 

Gardens will be judged in the first two weeks of July 

 

THANK YOU 
We are very grateful to the people who have made  
donations towards Portishead in Bloom recently, including 
£100 to commemorate a loved one. We were also delighted 
to receive £100 from the local Rotary Club. Portishead  
Dementia Friendly Community have kindly contributed  
towards new sensory plants to be planted near The Lido.  

RECENT WORK 
Various areas of the town have been weeded, planted and dead headed by individual volunteers but the 
announcement that work parties could resume was welcomed news. The first socially distanced  
gathering was at Rodmoor Gardens where 17 people worked independently cutting back, hoeing,  
collecting twigs and weeding. The gardens look beautiful and it is lovely that so many people appreciate 
the effort of the volunteers. 

On Friday April 9th, a group of volunteers tided the tubs in the High Street and removed weeds along the    
street in preparation for the reopening of the shops. The tubs are full of colour and the tulips, polyanthus 
and pansies are vibrant and the hanging baskets are 
looking beautiful. 



For Further details about PIB please see our  

Website        www.portisheadinbloom.org.uk,  
follow us on  FACEBOOK and Twitter  

or email    
portisheadinbloom@btinternet.com 

                                                                                       The “Pebble Competition” run by the Portishead Youth 
Centre attracted over 30 entries with some beautiful designs 
based around the theme of nature. We were pleased to see 
representatives from some schools and the Scouts as well 
as some individual entrants. The winners will be announced 
next month and the pebbles will be on display at The 
 Potager .  

NEW PROJECT 
The small planters at The Potager have been in a poor state for a while with the woodwork no longer 
being repairable. It was decided to create new taller planters to enable easier gardening for those 
who find bending a problem.   
The old planters were dismantled on Tuesday and the soil heaped where the new planters were to be 
built. The new planters were built with sleepers on the Thursday with prompt delivery from Shoplands  
Timber Merchants. We thank James Shopland and his team for helping Portishead in Bloom. 

The new planters now cover a smaller area but hopefully 2 new benches will be put in place as we 
know that the single bench there at the moment is 
well used. 
The planters will be filled with vegetables and edible 
plants for the community to use, as well as a mixture 
of bee loving plants.  
Thank you to all  the volunteers who made the project 
happen and to Barry for his organisation. 
 
Watch this space grow! 

Plants     Portishead in Bloom usually source their plants from local businesses including Anna- 

Marie Hill. Since last April, people have been helped with their gardens by Anna who runs a  
successful plant business from her home in Valley Road, Portishead. She sources perennials, 
shrubs etc from premium stock grown locally and is happy to advise on choices for tricky areas. 
Many of you will be familiar with the successful plant sales either by appointment only or open to all, 
at Anna’s home. These are advertised on local Facebook pages—”Plants and Advice by Anna-
Marie” or simply let Anna know what you would like and she will try to source it for you ready for  
collection. This can also be done via e mail  amarie4@hotmail.co.uk 
Anna has always had close links with Portishead in Bloom, working to raise money on their behalf 
and helping where she can. This year she will be helping support us through her plant sales.  
Thank you Anna. 

We are looking forward to seeing the High Street 
full of Summer colour as we have ordered 125 
tubs, 23 additional hanging baskets and 6 window 
boxes. The Royal and The Poacher should be full 
of colour too. Thank everyone for your support. 


