
August 2022 

Volunteer Hours in 

July:  567 

 

 

July is the busiest month in the PiB calendar with both Regional and National judges visiting the town – and the Big 

Picnic too. This month’s newsletter will be largely a photographic record of the work that went into preparing for the 

judging – there were ten PiB working parties as well as many individuals and groups working independently. But first, 

here are the local 

winning entries in the 

South West in Bloom 

painting competition – 

congratulations 

to Elizabeth, aged 6 

from High Down 

Infants, and Molly aged 

10 from Portishead 

Primary. 

Work Parties – all 9.30am unless otherwise stated Please bring your own gloves, tools and green bags 

Tuesday 9th August Potager and Town Garden 

Wednesday 17th August Rodmoor Garden / Woodhill Road 

Thursday 25th August West Hill 

Monday 5th September Rodmoor Garden 

Tuesday 13th September  Potager and Town Garden / Station Road WI Bed 

Wednesday 21st September Rodmoor Garden 

Thursday 29th September Jubilee Park / Spanish Steps 

NB Advance warning! Sunday 16th October 9.30am Emptying tubs 

                                         Sunday 23rd October  9.30am Replanting tubs 

 

The grasses are at their best in Jubilee Park but it 

was hot work tending the borders on 9th July. 

The weather was a little cooler when 

the volunteers tackled the potager on 

12th July – although the hot, dry 

weather had taken a toll on many of 

the plants. 



Thanks to the Outdoor Pool volunteers who 

were out on 13th July tidying and weeding 

the area around the pool – and to the 

unknown people who had cleared the area 

around the running hut.  Encouraging to see 

so much support and the whole area now 

looks great. 

At the same time Town Councillor Bob Bull was at the Albert Road beds 

helping Barry rebuild, varnish and paint one of the benches. (The other has 

been taken to the Folk Hall for the Town Council to be rebuilt) 

Whilst the roses have suffered in the heat many of 

the herbaceous plants are doing well at Rodmoor 

Gardens.  It’s nice to see the pink echinacea which 

were planted earlier this year poking their way 

through and the contrast in colour between the 

hollyhocks and blue ceratostigma. Despite the 

heat 21 volunteers were there on 16th July making 

the garden look it’s best before judging. 

 

And on 17th July some stalwart volunteers 

braved both the traffic and the oppressive heat 

to weed and tidy the Boat Roundabout, Scouts 

beds and the Orchard.  Thanks too to those who 

were busy preparing for the judging by setting 

up the locations for the start and end of the 

route.  

And to everyone who went out litter picking – 

it’s great that so many people want to keep the 

town looking nice! We’ll know in October how 

we did in the Regional judging. 

On the right you can see Gill’s gorgeous wall 

hanging – she displayed it at her Open garden 

and we borrowed it to show the judges! 



As well as the external 

judging PiB has also been 

viewing and judging the 

entrants in our local 

competitions – the results will 

be announced at the 

Celebration Evening in the 

Folk Hall on 14th October.  

Eleven front gardens were 

entered and here are some 

images of a few of them on 

judging day. Thank you to 

everyone who entered – the 

gardens were so diverse and 

beautiful. The pubs and sheltered housing schemes also did 

a great job – again it’s brilliant to see such enthusiasm for 

making the town look amazing! 

The Big Picnic in Jubilee Park on Saturday 23rd provided a welcome relief from gardening – and an opportunity for 

the community to enjoy some entertainment from local choirs, the youth centre dancers and the concert band. It 

looked as if everyone was having fun – and the area was left spotless at the end.  Thanks to everyone for coming. 

There were four working parties between the two 

rounds of judging to maintain the high standard 

achieved last week – and another litter pick – thank 

you again to everyone who helped. 

And finally after the two National RHS Judges, Ann 

and Geraldine (right with Jane) had toured the town 

they joined the volunteers and our supporters in the 

Folk Hall for lunch. They said were very 

complimentary and particularly commented on the 

community spirit they had seen demonstrated. We 

have to wait until October to know their judgement 

– but as Jane said ‘we couldn’t have done more – so 

another big thank you to all involved’ 


