NEWSLETTER
AUGUST 2020
1343 Volunteer hours worked in 2020
South West in Bloom Gold Award Winners 2008-2019
Champion of Champions Gold Award 2017
One of the top 7 In Bloom places in the UK

PORTISHEAD—a great place to live!

Future Work Parties 9.30am

Wednesday August 12th
Rodmoor Gardens
Wednesday August 19th
Rodmoor Gardens
Wednesday August 26th
Rodmoor Gardens
Tuesday September 8th
Potager Garden (Near the Library)
Wednesday September 16th
Rodmoor Gardens
Thursday September 24th
Jubilee Park
Monday October 5th
Rodmoor Gardens
This may be subject to change so
please check the website for updates.

Volunteers
We are very grateful to all of those who are
giving their time to support Portishead in
Bloom. At present the weekly work parties
at Rodmoor Gardens has seen at least 15
people and new comers are always
welcome. In fact it has been lovely to see
people who have been furloughed
contributing to the town in this way and as
always gardening is rewarding and
promotes well being. Do join us if you can.

THANK YOU
After reading the July Newsletter, May Foxall who lives
at Adlington House decided to arrange a collection
from the residents to support Portishead in Bloom.
When she contacted us to say what she was doing, the
committee thought it was a wonderful gesture but had
never imagined that a fantastic cheque of £330 would
be presented to us.
Thank you May and all who contributed to this
wonderful sum which will help maintain our floral
displays.
All donations are precious especially as all fund raising
events have been cancelled this year. We usually raise
money via bucket collections, The Open Gardens event
and our stall at Victorian Fayre but hopefully 2021 will
have these events back in place.

Precinct Area A few weeks ago we had a request from
the council to move the planters within the precinct so
that social distanced outdoor seating could be placed.
We tend the planters but we do not own them so we
suggested moving them to the side near Somerset Hall,
or behind the benches or perhaps use them as actual
dividers for the tables and chairs as the floral displays
are in full bloom and hopefully people would appreciate
them rather than a colourless area. We will watch this
space with interest!

Bridge Planters Due to on going work on the Phoenix
Way bridge and scaffolding being constructed, we have
had to remove the planters as they may get damaged
and they would be very expensive to replace.

PLANT SALE

Rodmoor Splendour
During recent weeks a group of volunteers
has met every Wednesday to weed, cut
back shrubs, dead head finished flowers
and generally tidy the area.
Many people enjoy these gardens and their
colourful displays have changed throughout
the seasons. There is always something of
interest.

Saturday
September 26th
10.00
Potager Garden
(Opposite the Library)
Plant sale
As all of our fund raising events have been cancelled
this year, we plan to have a plant sale in September. If
you have any cuttings or spare plants, please could you
keep us in mind so that we can hopefully raise some
money and also enhance gardens too.
Please bring your cuttings or spare plants to us on the
morning of September 26th or contact us at
portisheadinbloom@btinternet.com
Village Square Tubs
When lockdown was eased Portishead
in Bloom did not know if we were going
to be able to plant the tubs throughout
the town. The Village Quarter Square
was looking bare so Judith Burrill ,
Elizabeth Carey, Jim and Diana Lewis,
kindly cleared the tubs in the Spring.
They then provided new plants and put
wildflower seeds in two of the tubs. They
have been cared for ever since and are
now showing beautiful blooming flowers.
Well done and thank you.
Information Board—Portishead in Bloom have contributed to the cost of the new
information board sited near the crossing opposite The Old Mill. It shows the old
Weston, Clevedon, Portishead railway and information regarding it.

THE GOOD ,THE BAD AND THE UGLY!
There are so many beautiful areas in Portishead and the hundreds of “likes” and appreciative
comments on local Facebook pages about the work of Portishead in Bloom and our volunteers,
is very much valued. However, when a small minority try to spoil the displays for others to
enjoy, it is very disappointing.
Recently some plants were vandalised in Rodmoor Gardens and one of the benches has had
“artwork” added to the arms ,together with a “Tag” below it. We hope this does not encourage
more.

The area opposite The Potager is the Jubilee bed and is beautiful. However, if you look closer
there are at least 30 cigarette butts regularly within the planting! Why would anyone think it is ok
to throw their discarded cigarettes into something so beautiful. Our volunteers regularly pick up
rubbish, silver canisters from nitrous oxide, cigarette ends and drinking glasses. In a time where
we have a deadly virus this is unacceptable. We hope that those responsible will stop spoiling
the hard work that the dedicated volunteers have put into making the town look beautiful.

Portishead is still looking
BLOOMING beautiful!

For Further details about PIB please see our
Website
www.portisheadinbloom.org.uk,
follow us on
FACEBOOK and Twitter
or e mail portisheadinbloom@btinternet.com

