NEWSLETTER
F E B R U A RY 2 0 2 1
60 Volunteer hours this year
South West in Bloom Gold Award Winners 2008-2019
Champion of Champions Gold Award 2017
One of the top 7 In Bloom places in the UK

PORTISHEAD—a great place to live!

At present all work parties
are cancelled

We will resume
when possible

BREAKING NEWS!
Portishead in Bloom is delighted to be one of only 5 towns in
the South West region to be chosen for the RHS Community
Awards. These awards are replacing National Judging this
year. Normally 2 National judges would visit our town but it
is all online this year.
This is a great honour as we have been recognised for our
consistently high achieving entries over many years.
The judging will take place via a presentation of photos, text
and video.
We have to select the categories in which we wish to be
judged. At present we are veering towards the “Nature
friendly gardening” and “Planting with purpose” sections.
There are many criteria to understand and we feel
Portishead ticks a lot of the boxes.
Even though judging may not physically take place this year,
the volunteers will endeavour to keep the town looking its
best especially after such a difficult year.

RECENT WORK
The work parties have been cancelled so any
gardening has been on an individual basis.
We are very grateful to the volunteers who
have gardened in public areas.
Gardening has been identified to aid physical
and mental health so this is a huge benefit to
all members of the community.
The Millennium Garden at St Peter’s Church,
is looking beautiful after a lot of hard work by
two volunteers.
Rodmoor Gardens and the Potager are
requiring some attention but this will probably
be when restrictions are relaxed. However
the baskets and tubs on the High Street are
blooming.

Winter Colour
Even in the grey days of winter there are many beautiful
colours and signs that Spring is just around the corner.
The beds in Jubilee Park are looking particularly colourful
with cyclamen, hellebores and cornus looking vibrant

Tools with a Mission (www.twam.uk)
Portishead in Bloom has again decided to support this
worthwhile organisation.Their mission is to collect unwanted tools, refurbish them, sort them into trade kits
and send them across the world. The tools then enable entire communities to transform their lives. Tools
have been sent to 17 countries.
Some items that are of use include:
Agricultural tools—forks, spade, hoe etc
Builders’ tools—chisel, hammer, saw etc
Carpenters’ tools—hand drills, pliers, etc
Motor mechanics’ tools –allen keys, spanners, socket
sets etc
Plumbers’ tools—basin or tap wrench, screwdrivers
Power Tools- jigsaw, lathe, band saw etc
Sewing Machines– manual or electronic
Knitting machines—machine wool and needles
Haberdashery—needles, cottons, large material
pieces, buttons, zips etc
Broken tools cannot be accepted but tools that need
refurbishing—rust etc will be gratefully received.
Please contact
Portisheadinbloom@btinternet.com

ROSES
It is now the time of year to prune roses. The
roses in Rodmoor gardens will be pruned in the
coming week with the help of two of our
volunteers.
If you are going to do this to your own roses,
prune back to an outward facing bud and watch
them thrive for a wonderful show later in the
year.

Trees for Remembrance
Portishead is supporting the RHS initiative to
plant a tree in memory of a person who may
have lost their life during the pandemic.
Many people may not have been able to have
a proper goodbye to a loved one, so memorial
trees can provide a physical place to
remember, reflect and celebrate someone
special for generations to come.
The planted trees will then be added to a UK
map to show the location of “Remembrance
Trees”.
For further information please see the
RHS website rhs.org.uk
and look for Roots of Remembrance

SCHOOLS
We hope that children will be able to get back to
school soon and that gardening projects can resume.
Recently some grit bins in the town were updated by
the Town Council and as a recycling initiative these
were offered to Portishead in Bloom who in turn
suggested their use in schools.
High Down and St Peter’s Schools now have some of
these to turn into vegetable planters.
Reuse and re purpose is always an
added bonus whilst gardening.
We look forward to seeing them planted.

PHOTOGRAPHS OFFER
Many of you will have seen the wonderful photographs of Portishead, taken by Alan Harrison.
These have often been displayed on the letters page of the North Somerset Times and on
local pages of Facebook.
Alan has often had requests to sell his photos and he has decided to provide jpeg files
suitable for enlargement on the proviso that a donation is made either to Portishead in Bloom
or the Christmas lights appeal. The files can then be sent to one of the online companies such
as Snapfish, Photobox, My Picture or Whitewall who will provide prints to any size and also
make canvas prints and other speciality items. As an example, an A3 print (16.5 x11.7 inch) is
about £6 plus p and p. If you are interested in this offer please look at Alan’s website. https://
alanharrison4.wixsite.com/photography
We are very grateful for Alan’s support and we have already had donations via his web site.

Just a few
examples of
Alan’s
stunning
photographs

Signs of Spring in Brampton Way and Jubilee Park
For Further details about PIB
please see our
Website
www.portisheadinbloom.org.uk,
follow us on
FACEBOOK and Twitter
or e mail
portisheadinbloom@btinternet.com

