NEWSLETTER
J A N U A RY 2 0 2 1
Over 3,000 Volunteer total hours worked in 2020
South West in Bloom Gold Award Winners 2008-2019
Champion of Champions Gold Award 2017
One of the top 7 In Bloom places in the UK

PORTISHEAD—a great place to live!

At present all work parties
are cancelled

Thank
you foryou
your support
in 2020
Thank
for your
It has been a difficult time for fundraising but we
have been delighted with the donations we have
received during the last year.

support during 2020

RECENT WORK
The regular work parties have not been able to take place
but a few areas were tended before lockdown.

We will resume
when possible
CHRISTMAS SALE
We were fortunate that we
were able to hold our
socially distanced Christmas
sale on December 12th at
The Potager, opposite the
Library. The sun shone and we sold out of
holly, mistletoe, table decorations and
plants. We raised £380 on the day and with
the sale of our calendars and Christmas
cards, a further £200 was taken. Thank you
to The Ship pub, The Flagship Boutique
and Ebb and Flo for selling our items too.
The Christmas table decorations were very
popular with our talented team of Toni, Jane
and Ken making beautiful arrangements.
These were sold for £7 each and an
amazing 52 decorations were made. Many
people commented in person and on
Facebook that they were delighted with
their beautiful Portishead in Bloom
arrangement.
Thank you to everyone who supported us.

Millennium garden (St Peter’s Church)
On a bright sunny day a group of volunteers gathered with
secateurs and loppers to tidy this pretty area. Many shrubs
were cut back, brambles were tamed and weeds were
cleared so that newly emerging bulbs have a clearer area.
The compost area certainly filled quickly and will be used
on the flower beds when composted.
Rodmoor Gardens
The area is so well used by all ages and is usually tended
by volunteers twice monthly. At present the shrubs have
been pruned and shaped and we look forward to seeing
their growth spurt in the Spring. Many leaves have been
cleared and deposited in the compost bins in the Nuttery
area of Rodmoor. This compost is usually used to top up
the rose beds and the plants certainly enjoy the extra
goodness. Hopefully we will be able to do this again in the
Spring.

Roses still blooming
at Rodmoor

The Nuttery
The nature area in the
lower part of Rodmoor
gardens has been well
used by the nursery
children. The big bug
hotel, new log seats,
and benches have
made this area
appealing.

Good News
Portishead in Bloom is delighted to announce
that the Potager has been secured by the
Town Council as an Asset of Community
Value. This is largely due to the hard work of
Martin Salisbury, the Town Clerk who had to
complete many forms and provide evidence
that this area is of beneficial
use to the community.
Thank you to everyone who
completed the survey as this
helped our cause. We are
very pleased that this area
can now be tended with
confidence.

Tools with a Mission (www.twam.uk)
Portishead in Bloom has again decided to support
this worthwhile organisation. Their mission is to
collect unwanted tools, refurbish them, sort them
into trade kits and send them across the world.
The tools then enable entire communities to
transform their lives.
During lockdown you may be sorting out. If you
have any old, but not broken garden tools, DIY
tools, sewing items such as sewing machines or
fabric then you can donate them to this project.
Please contact
Portisheadinbloom@btinternet.com

For Further details about PIB please see our
Website
www.portisheadinbloom.org.uk,
follow us on
FACEBOOK and Twitter
or e mail portisheadinbloom@btinternet.com

New Trees
The Orchard area, near the Boat Roundabout, has a
variety of fruit trees which have been established for
many years. When Western Power had an electrical
emergency on Wyndham Way, 3 trees, unfortunately,
were badly damaged. However, Western Power
admitted responsibility straight away and offered to
replace the damage with mature fruit trees.
Well done to this company for rectifying the situation
very quickly and in early December, 3 mature pear
trees were replanted by a specialist contractor. The
trees are of different species—William, Conference
and Comice and we look forward to seeing their
blossom and fruiting later in the year.
A good result all round!

JUDGING in 2021
The judging procedures for this year are still
unknown but we are endeavouring to maintain
the GOLD standard awarded in the past.
We hope that those who contribute towards our
awards such as schools and nurseries will be
able to help in 2021.
There are two major concerns at the moment
which certainly DO NOT contribute to a Gold
standard.
1 The amount of graffiti that has appeared in
recent months. It is getting worse and it is very
sad to see that many initials are written over all
types of surfaces. We hope that this is stopped
very soon. This level of vandalism has not been
seen in the past and was not something we
were usually concerned about on judging day.
2 The amount of dog mess is increasing in
many public areas. Recently the P in B notice
boards were refreshed. It was difficult to do this
near The Potager as a huge amount of mess
was directly below the board. Disgusting! Again
this is not a good sign of an “In Bloom” Gold
winning town.
We hope that both will be eradicated soon so
that the efforts of so many volunteers in our
community are not spoilt by the few.

25th
Anniversary
Portishead in Bloom is pleased to
recognise the wonderful contributions
made by volunteers over 25 years,
towards enhancing the community
1996- 2021
South West in Bloom Gold Award
Winners 2008-2019
Champion of Champions Gold
Award 2017
Recipients of the Queen’s Award
for Voluntary Service 2019

New Committee Members
We would like to increase the number of people on our committee.
You do not have to garden with us but someone who can contribute to organising the
annual events such as Open Gardens or The Big Picnic would be welcomed.
The committee has a monthly meeting (via Zoom at the moment) to discuss and plan.
Please email
Portisheadinbloom@btinternet.com
If you could help our community

