NEWSLETTER
O C TO B E R 2 0 2 0
2083 Volunteer hours worked in 2020
South West in Bloom Gold Award Winners 2008-2019
Champion of Champions Gold Award 2017
One of the top 7 In Bloom places in the UK

PORTISHEAD—a great place to live!

Future Work Parties 9.30am

Tuesday October 13th
Potager Garden (Near the Library)
Wednesday October 21st
Rodmoor Gardens
Thursday October 29th
West Hill heather beds—edging
and weeding
Esplanade/pool - loppers and
spade
Please choose where you would
like to work
Monday November 2nd
Rodmoor Gardens
Tuesday November 10th
Potager ( Near Library)
Wednesday November 18th
Jubillee Park
This may be subject to change so
please check the website for updates.

Winter Planting
The Summer tubs and
baskets have been gorgeous
but it is now time to change
the displays.

Empty tubs—Sunday October 18th
Replant - Sunday October 25th

RECENT WORK
The weekly work parties have been well attended which
has meant that areas have had a lot of attention.
Rodmoor Gardens
These much loved gardens usually have two work parties a
month and there is always work to do. General weeding
and tidying are usually on the agenda but over the last
month cutting back of shrubs and planting of bulbs has
also taken place. Some new shrubs have been planted
which were kindly donated as a family were re designing
their garden and the plants were no longer required. They
are now looking well established in their new home.
Many daffodil bulbs have already been planted and tall
white tulips will be planted in the central bed in a few
weeks time. Purple crocus have also been planted near the
entrance so we look forward to Spring at Rodmoor.

Jubillee Park is looking the best it has looked for years with
brambles removed, beds weeded and many shrubs cut
back and tamed with the help of Glendale. This area is a
real asset to the community and is looking lovely.

The Potager The flowers are still blooming, such as asters, hollyhocks and penstemons, while the vegetables are
thriving with butternut squash being particularly fruitful. The
weeds are being kept at bay and the many seedlings of
thistles have been removed. The individual small planters
have seen better days so it has been decided a fifth square
raised bed will be installed instead. This will be built in the
coming months and hopefully will be easier to maintain.
The notice board has been expertly fixed by volunteer Bill
Harris as the lock was taken earlier in the year. It is such a
lovely area that changes with the seasons.
We would like to secure the future of this area so please
complete the survey issued by the council. Details of the
survey are later in this newsletter.
Esplanade—an extra work party was organised to get rid
of all the weeds which lined the Esplanade. As cars are no
longer in the vicinity, the weeds were becoming bigger and
more visible. After a hard working team tackled the area, it
looked fantastic and so many people commented on social
media about the improvement.

Christmas Cards
We are trying to fund raise in a variety of ways this
year including producing our own photo Christmas
cards.
These are available in packs of 5 for £3. The packs
have 5 different pictures and the cards are blank
inside so they can be used as Christmas cards or
notelets.

NEW!
PORTISHEAD IN BLOOM
2021 CALENDAR
£5

BREAKING NEWS! We have decided to hold a
Christmas sale with bunches of holly, mistletoe,
table decorations and any remaining cards and
Calendars.
Saturday, December 12th
10.00-11.00 am
This will be subject to any further Covid restrictions.
Christmas Table Decorations
It has been decided that we will still sell table
arrangements to those who would like to
order one. These have always sold out very quickly
in the past so we hope that some people would still
like to order one.
The table arrangements will be £7 and contain a
candle, greenery, Christmas decoration and ribbon.
This would brighten any festive table.
If you would like to order a table decoration, please
contact Portisheadinbloom@btinternet.com

DONATIONS
Portishead in Bloom has been delighted to
receive two donations, £50 each. These will
be put towards maintaining the wonderful
plant displays in the town and we are very
grateful for the donations. We are also thrilled
that so many people appreciate our efforts.

Available now from
Flagship Boutique and Ebb and Flow
High Street, Portishead
Or contact us –
Portisheadinbloom@btinternet.com

PLANT SALE
On Saturday September 26th, we held our first
fund raising event of the year—a plant sale. This
took place near The Potager (Library) which
seemed to turn into the coldest place in
Portishead !
We had many gorgeous plants for sale and a big
“Thank You” to all who provided cuttings, plants
and bulbs and to those who bought from our stall.
It was a very well attended event and the social
distance rules applied with sections marked on
the pavement in 2 metre blocks. The payment
“station” also worked well together with our new
card reader making payment possible without the
need of cash. A special thank you must go to Rod
Pooley for all his support.
With the sale of plants, some calendars and
cards, a magnificent total of over £700 was
achieved.

AGM
Sadly, due to the current situation with Covid, there will
not be an AGM or Celebration Evening this year. The
various awards for front gardens and the John Daws
trophy results will be announced in next
month’s newsletter.
The reports for the AGM will be sent out via
e mail to those on the newsletter e mail list.
We hope that in 2021 we will be able to
hold our normal event.
VERY IMPORTANT!
Asset for Community Value for the Potager Garden
The Town Council are applying for this from North
Somerset Council. Land that enhances the social well
being and interests of a community can be listed as an
Asset of Community value. It will help safeguard the
area from development for the next 5 years.
Portishead residents are encouraged to fill in the
questionnaire by October 31st and as many replies as
possible will strengthen our case. This can be found at
www. Surveymonkey.co.uk/r/8BX65QT
Please complete it if you can
JUDITH BURRILL
Judith has decided to step down from the committee
at this time. She has been a valued member of
Portishead in Bloom for the past 8 years. She has
taken on many tasks and has always fulfilled them
thoroughly. She has liaised with all the schools and
nurseries in Portishead and one of her biggest
achievements was the poppy project in 2018 to
commemorate the end of WW1. She involved all the
schools in making a magnificent river of poppies in
Jubilee Park. Judith has also organised the
community picnic each July and coordinated the flag
making, repairing and erecting in the High
Street each summer. Certainly a very
busy lady!
The committee will miss her input and
enthusiasm and thank her
most sincerely for all she
has done for the town.

UPDATE!
WE REALLY NEED MORE PEOPLE ON
THE COMMITTEE
Would you like to join the Committee?
We are looking for extra people to join the
committee as due to illness, family
commitments and a change of
circumstances we have lost a few long
standing members.
The word committee can be quite daunting
but we are a group of people who meet
once a month (by Zoom at the moment) to
organise the dates for the work parties, plan
what needs doing around the town and any
events we may be holding. There is no
financial implication just a bit of time and a
passion for maintaining the Portishead in
Bloom ethos for the community.
If you would like more information or would
like to join the committee please contact
Barry Gunter
Portisheadinbloom@btinternet.com
Cigarette Ends
During these difficult Covid times, it is
shocking to see a vast amount of discarded
cigarette ends within our gardens. The area
opposite the Potager garden, The Jubilee
bed, has been particularly plagued and
although we have placed a flower pot with a
sign to encourage the smokers to put their
finished cigarettes in there, it only worked for
about a week! We also found two discarded
syringes and it is unacceptable to be
expected to clear these whilst volunteering.
We do hope the situation improves soon. If
anyone has any suggestions we would love
to hear them.

For Further details about PIB please see our
Website
www.portisheadinbloom.org.uk,
follow us on
FACEBOOK and Twitter
or e mail portisheadinbloom@btinternet.com

Rodmoor Gardens
in October is still
looking colourful

So many people of all ages enjoy the
gardens

