NEWSLETTER
M AY 2 0 1 9
1240 Volunteer hours worked in 2019
South West in Bloom Gold Award Winners 2008-2018
Champion of Champions Gold Award 2017
One of the top 7 In Bloom places in the UK

PORTISHEAD—a great place to live!
Recent Work
It is amazing how in the space of a few weeks we have had
high temperatures during the Easter weekend and then chill
wind, confusing plants and humans alike! Luckily the areas we
look after haven't suffered too badly but noticeably the lack of
rain has resulted in the High Street tubs needing to be watered.
The Summer bedding plants will be planted very soon so the
tubs will be looking marvellous once again as the beautiful
bulbs fade.
The Potager
The transformation of this area in the last 3 weeks has been
astounding and if you haven't ventured there recently please do
have a look. It is absolutely beautiful with a riot of colour
provided by Californian poppies, cornflower, geums and red
poppies. The bright coloured stems of chard compliment the
flowers growing amongst them and the pollinators are loving
the area.
The raised beds at the far end of the plot have recently been
repaired and repainted by some of the Portishead in Bloom
committee and they are now robust and should last many more
years. Vegetables have been planted including some radish
seeds by Station House Nursery children.

Rodmoor Gardens The work parties have tended these much
loved gardens twice a month and the changes during the last
month have been interesting to observe. The Spring bulbs have
made way for alliums, bluebells and cotoneaster- all shades of
blue and purple. The roses are in bud and the new lavender
and rosemary edging is thriving. The weeds are also growing
vigorously so the work parties endeavour to keep on top of
these. The lower part of Rodmoor gardens is a nuttery with
different trees providing nuts in the Autumn. This is an area
where we are encouraging wildlife with log piles and some
grass left uncut. We also plan to have bird boxes installed in
the near future. The photos on the last page show Rodmoor.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Monday May 13th (6.00pm The Piazza)
Tub emptying
Saturday May 18th 9.00-12.00
Plant Sale—opposite Library
Tuesday May 21st (6.30pm The Piazza)
Tub Planting
Tuesday May 28th (5.45 -8.30 pm)
Flags up in the High Street (Precinct)
Saturday /Sunday June 8th / 9th 2019
Open Gardens Weekend
Monday July 8th
SW in Bloom Judging
Saturday July 20th
The Big Picnic—Jubilee Park

Future Work Parties
Wednesday May 22nd
Rodmoor Gardens
Thursday May 30th
Jubilee Park
Monday June 3rd
9.30 am
Rodmoor Gardens
Tuesday June11th
Boat Roundabout—Sheepway
Wednesday June 19th
Rodmoor Gardens
Thursday June 27th
Potager (Near the Library)
Monday July1st
Rodmoor Gardens
This may be subject to change so please
check the website for updates

Other areas in the town
Some of you may have noticed some beautiful, well tended
flower beds near the boat roundabout that have groynes in
between them. These are actually looked after by the cubs
and although having 25 young boys clearing and planting the
beds can be interesting, they certainly do a very good job.
Another area which is looking beautiful is a flower bed
opposite the Parish Wharf car park on Station Road. This is
looked after brilliantly by the Marina WI gardening group.
It is lovely having so many people from the community
involved with Portishead In Bloom.

OPEN GARDENS
Saturday June 8th and Sunday June 9th
This is Portishead in Bloom’s biggest fund raising event and
this year we are delighted to announce that 16 gardens will be
on show. It is very exciting to have 5 new gardens too. There
will be food served at some venues and plant sales will also
generate some funds. The programmes detailing the gardens,
together with a map, will be on sale in early May.
Some lovely raffle prizes have been donated and tickets will
be available to buy at some of the gardens.
This year the programmes will be on sale (£5) at
Ebb and Flo and Motorcare in the High Street,
Portishead Kitchens,(Kestrel Court),
Heaven on the Hill (West Hill),
The Ship (Redcliffe Bay) and
Brackenwood Nursery Abbots Leigh
Hopefully the sun will shine and everyone will see
some inspiring gardens. Please support us!

HELP!
The blue carousels in the High Street are
in need of re painting and we wondered if
anyone could offer assistance in this
project. They are high so a platform of
some sort would be needed. The paint is
quite runny so a careful manner would be
required. Please contact Ian Murphy if you,
or you know someone (eg a friendly
painter!), are able to assist in this task.
HIGH STREET TUBS and BASKETS
The High Street has
been full of colour for
many months with
Spring plants but due to
the lack of rain in recent
weeks, the plants
suffered hugely. They have now been
removed and some of the compost
replaced. The tubs are ready to be planted
with Summer bedding very soon. This year
the colour scheme will be magenta, blue
and cream.
Thank you to all the volunteers who take
care of the tubs and the wall by The
Poacher .
We are delighted that a new trailer and
lawn mower have been purchased by
Portishead in Bloom. The grass cutting by
Ken Windibank will now be a lot easier.

We welcomed our new secretary Pam Redgers to her first
meeting this month and we would like to acknowledge the
valuable contributions Jan Johnson gave to the role previously.

Thank You to
the Gordano
Masonic Lodge
for a donation of
£250 which was
presented by
Matt Wesley
and Brian
Clayton on a
sunny day in
Rodmoor
Gardens.
We are very grateful for their support.

Flags
The amazing flags of Portishead will be
fluttering again from 5.45pm on Tuesday
May 28th. There are some new ones to look
out for this year including flags representing
the Portishead Christmas Lights, The Blue
Heart Campaign and The Portishead
Players. They always bring colour and joy
to the High Street and we thank all of the
hard working ladies who design and make
the flags together with the members of
Portishead Lights who raise the flags.

BLUE Campaign
We have decided to join the blue heart campaign to keep areas of Portishead “wild” so that native plants
can grow and the wildlife associated with them can thrive. A Blue wooden heart will be placed there to
recognise the area.
Ed Mackey from North Somerset council has agreed to let the following areas remain uncut so that they
can rewild. These include the corner of Station Road near The Youth Centre, Quays Avenue roundabout,
and the orchard near the Boat Roundabout .Paths will be mowed through the area but the long grass will
remain .
You too can help re-wild Britain by leaving an area of your lawn uncut, letting a variety of native plant
species grow through. These “weeds” are the food plants for a variety of caterpillar species and therefore
as well as increasing the number of months and butterflies that will emerge. You could be creative and
cut paths through the middle of the lawn so that you can enjoy the wildlife. In
September you can cut and rake the long grass.
You could also keep a corner of your garden totally undisturbed, letting native flora
provide cover for small birds and snails. You provide the tools for biodiversity and
the Blue campaign brings back wildlife. LOOK out for the BLUE HEARTS

Beautiful
Rodmoor
Gardens

GARDEN AWARDS
This year the garden awards are open for front and back gardens, balconies and pots so if you have a
garden to be proud of or perhaps you have a friend or neighbour who has a beautiful garden, enter into
our garden awards.
The application forms can be found on our website or within the Open Gardens programmes .
Entries have to be submitted by June 28th and judging will take place on July 1st.
Good luck everyone and don't be shy—enter your garden, you may be our overall prize winner!
Volunteers A work party went to Trinity School to
help to prepare the school garden ready for
planting flowers and vegetables this term.
A group also planted bluebells in the wild flower
meadow near the Lido. These were grown by the
Lake House nursery children. This annual event will
hopefully contribute to a bluebell spectacle in the
future.

For Further details about PIB please see our
Website
www.portisheadinbloom.org.uk,
follow us on
FACEBOOK and Twitter
or e mail
portisheadinbloom@btinternet.com

Chairman

Mr Ian Murphy

