NEWSLETTER
O C TO B E R 2 0 1 9
4882 Volunteer hours worked in 2019
South West in Bloom Gold Award Winners 2008-2019
Champion of Champions Gold Award 2017
One of the top 7 In Bloom places in the UK

PORTISHEAD—a great place to live!

Future Work Parties
Tuesday November 12th
Various—Meet in the precinct by Iceland
Saturday November 16th (10.00am)
Rodmoor Gardens
Wednesday November 20th
9.30 am
Rodmoor Gardens
Thursday November 28th
Millennium Garden—St Peter’s Church
Monday December 2nd
Rodmoor Gardens
Tuesday December 10th
Jubilee Park

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Sunday 24th November
Lights up in the High Street

Monday 25th November
Lights switched on
Sunday December 15th
Victorian afternoon – High Street – 3.00pm
Please come and support us. We will be selling
Mistletoe

Floral decorations
Pots of hyacinths
Our 2020 calendar

AGM and Celebration Evening
On a rather wintery evening on Friday, November 1st a
gathering of nearly 100 people attended our celebration
evening. The extensive review of the year by committee
member Jane Pagano, illustrated the huge amount of work
undertaken by our volunteers. This included those hardy
people who garden tirelessly throughout the year on a
weekly basis; the flag makers who spend hundreds of hours
making delightful decorative banners for the High Street; the
generous people who open their gardens for our important
weekend in June; the volunteers who help with the
collection at the Christmas lights event or help and
contribute to our annual plant sale; the volunteers who man
our stall at the Summer Show and Victorian Evening; those
who provide entertainment at our Summer Big Picnic free
event for the community and those that stand with
collection buckets. There are so many volunteers involved
in making Portishead such a lovely place.
Jane described the projects that
we have undertaken during the
year including the immense impact
the 3,000 poppy display in Jubilee
Park last November, had on the
community.
During the evening the Chairman of The Royal British
Legion, Portishead Branch, Sandra
Favell, accepted a cheque for £500.
Judith Burrill, Portishead in Bloom
committee member, explained that
the money was generated by the
wooden poppies displayed last
November. Sandra thanked her for
our contribution not only in monetary
terms but also the wonderful display
which brought the community together in a time of reflection
and remembrance.
Barry Gunter, our treasurer, reported on the finances of the
group and the various donations that have supported
Portishead in Bloom this year, for which we are very
grateful.
An amazing pictorial power point presentation, made by
Barry, reflected the amount of hard work that has gone into
achieving our 12th successive GOLD. First time guests to
the awards evening remarked how astounded they were
that so much had been achieved within the year.

Sad news announced at our AGM
After an incredibly busy year, achieving Gold and the precious Queen’s Award
for Voluntary Service, Chairman Ian Murphy has decided to step down from the
role. He will still be involved with Portishead in Bloom but will take a quieter
path without the organisational responsibilities. A gift and a vote of thanks was
given to Ian for all his hard work and we hope that with his expertise and
advice he will continue to provide knowledge to the committee. We will certainly miss his cheery, smiley face and sense of humour at our monthly committee meetings but are glad that he will still be involved in the gardening tasks.
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AWARDS
The evening proceeded with many awards being presented by Paul
Gardener, the Chairman of the Town Council.
The “In Your Neighbourhood” awards were announced at our recent
RHS awards ceremony in Newquay but the framed certificates were
awarded on the evening to the various groups within Portishead. They
were the best results we have achieved with 11 Outstanding and 3
Thriving. We hope to have even more entries next year so if you have an
area which is being created or looked after by a group of people please
contact us about the awards.

Habourside WI

Beach Hill Allotments Ann’s gold award

Winner of the Possett Cup
St Peter’s Lodge
They also won a voucher for 4
people to have a meal at
Weatherspoons.

Business Tubs Awards
Over 140 tubs and baskets were purchased and looked
after by businesses throughout Portishead.
These were judged in July and the results are as follows—
1st—Clarence House
2nd –Model Railways Direct
3rd -Hot Heads Hair and Beauty

Jo collecting the
2nd place award

Winner of the best front
garden, back
garden or balcony—
Peter Chaplin of
Newport Close
Congratulations!
Gold Garden award

Winner of the Best Pub Award
This year the standard was very
high between the various pubs with
many displaying beautiful floral
exhibits which help to welcome
customers.
The overall winner was The Ship in
Redcliffe Bay with GOLD also
awarded to The Royal and The
Phoenix Bar. Congratulations!

The John Daws Award
This trophy and £100 prize is awarded to
someone who has contributed hugely to
Portishead and this year’s winner is
Sandy Tebbitt.
Ian Murphy gave a lovely speech to
illustrate Sandy’s involvement with the many
historic aspects of Portishead that she has
researched and written about in the published
booklets Possett Pages. Ian also explained the
extensive involvement Sandy has had in
Portishead in Bloom being Chairperson for many years. Sandy is a very
worthy winner of this award and her acceptance speech explained that the
money would go towards the new bench near the Sailing Club, dedicated
to her late husband Mike. What a fitting tribute and congratulations Sandy!

RECENT WORK
The work parties have continued to meet on a weekly basis at various sites in the town, despite the
weather.
RODMOOR GARDENS—The first Monday of the month is always based here and it doesn't matter
how many hours we spend at the gardens, there are always extra jobs to do. As there are a lot of
trees the clearing of leaves has been a major activity. The leaf blower has been well used with the
resulting piles removed to the composting bins in the lower part of Rodmoor Gardens. An extra
compost bin has recently been made by Ken Windibank along with 8 bird boxes which have been
secured on various trees waiting for “visitors”. Thank you Ken!
The roses are still blooming beautifully with lots of buds still forming. Other flowers are providing
colour throughout the garden as well as the autumn hues of the trees. Planting of the central bed will
take place soon to include tulips and winter bedding plants. Do have a stroll through the gardens if
you have time.
New Heucheras were planted recently

Potager Gardens On a very damp morning, 4 volunteers worked on this area. The weeds are ever
present but regular work parties manage to suppress them. Various plants were also deadheaded
and cut back ready for the winter months. Planting of more perennials and vegetables will happen in
the Spring and as this is a community area, when it is harvest time, the fruit and vegetables are
available to everyone.
Lido Shrubs—These needed cutting back and shaping to tidy the area near the swimming pool. With
some powerful hedge trimmers the difficult task was mastered. The hedge sheltering the Lions rose
bed was also reduced in height. The refreshments provided by the Lido Cafe were much appreciated.
Tub Planting - Many people who look after a designated tub, gathered within the Piazza, near
Waitrose, to learn how the Spring plants should be arranged in the High Street tubs. The pansies,
wallflowers and polyanthus are now growing well and we look forward to the Spring bulbs appearing
next year. We also had a group of cubs help who tend the circular beds near the Boat Roundabout.
They are always an enthusiastic group who do an excellent job.
At present, we have some tubs who do not have an “owner” so if you would like to volunteer to empty
and plant the tub twice a year and maintain them, please contact Portishead in Bloom as we would
love to have a few more helpers on these days.
Poppy Planting Some of the committee members braved the traffic to plant the large wooden poppies
on the Boat Roundabout to honour Remembrance Day. There are also smaller wooden
poppies around the bell and at the Tommy Broom’s Memorial in Slade Road. Hopefully people
will take a moment to reflect as they did with our mass display last year.

OPEN GARDENS 2020 If you would like to be included in our programme and open
your garden or know of someone who may be interested in opening their garden, please
contact -Barry Gunter at portisheadinbloom@btinternet.com.
All types and sizes of gardens are encouraged and new gardens are always welcome!

VOLUNTEERS We really would like some
more people to help as due to illness and
people moving away, we are a fairly small
group covering a rather large area! Please
help if you can—it is not just gardening, many
other skills are needed too.

For Further details about PIB please see our
Website
www.portisheadinbloom.org.uk,
follow us on
FACEBOOK and Twitter
or e mail
portisheadinbloom@btinternet.com

