
NEWSLETTER 

AUGUST 2019 

  3250 Volunteer hours worked in 2019 

South West in Bloom Gold Award Winners 2008-2018 

 Champion of Champions Gold Award 2017  

One of the top 7 In Bloom places in the UK  

PORTISHEAD—a great place to live!  

Future Work Parties 

Tuesday August 13th 

Rodmoor Gardens 

An extra work party prior to Pride 

in Parks judging on Thursday August 15th 

Wednesday August 21st 

Potager (Near the Library) 

Thursday August 29th 

Various—Meet at Folk Hall 

Monday September 2nd 

Rodmoor Gardens 

9.30 am 

RECENT WORK 
Rodmoor Gardens always generates lots of work to 
maintain it to such a high standard. The roses  require 
deadheading and this enables the flowers to keep  
producing blooms throughout the Summer.  
Thank you to the kind lady who donated geraniums, 
day lilies and Salvia (Hot Lips), whilst we were work-
ing there and another member of the public who do-
nated £10.The grass has continued to be cut expertly 
by Ken and using the new sit on mower has made it a 
quicker job. However, the recent strong winds have 
created extra work with branches and leaves  
scattering the ground. Hopefully this will not affect the 
Pride in Parks assessment on Thursday August 15th.  
Potager Garden This pretty area has suffered in the 
strong winds and various seed heads that would have 
remained for birds and wildlife have been removed as 
they had blown over. Most notably some of the poppy 
heads were looking messy so a decision was made to 
remove them. General weeding and tidying has been 
done to help generate new growth of late flowering 
plants. 
Wyndham Way 
Ken has continued to cut the grass and trim the 
hedges  although this can be a dangerous area in 
which to work as the traffic speeds past. This  
important entrance to Portishead, together with the 
Boat Roundabout, always looks immaculate. Thank 
you to Ken and others who help to give a lasting  
impression of the gateway to Portishead.  
High Street—What a wonderful display the baskets/ 
tubs and barrier baskets have provided this Summer. 
Hopefully they can last throughout September too. 
Many people have remarked how they have loved the  
rich colour scheme. It is lovely to know that the colour 
scheme we selected in the depths of Winter has been 
a success. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Monday September 9th 

Flags coming down 

Friday October 11th 

South West in Bloom Results, Newquay 

Friday November 1st 

AGM and Celebration Evening 

2020 Saturday June 13th /Sunday 14th June 

Open Gardens 

SUMMER SHOW 
It was lovely that so many people stopped and 
chatted to the volunteers on our stall and showed 
their appreciation for the work that we do within 
the town. The Lucky Square game was also a 
great success and it proved so popular that the 
board was filled on Saturday and nearly filled on 
Sunday. This generated £160 as well as £40 in  
donations. A great advantage of attending the 
Summer Show is discussing what we do,  
attracting new volunteers and encouraging  
people to sign up to our newsletter.  
Thank you to all who supported us at this event 
and well done to the winners Tom Burnell and 
Leah Osborne. 

WANTED The new sit on mower has been a great  
success but the garage we rent at the moment is very 
small so we are looking for a new bigger storage area. 
Please contact Ian Murphy if you have any ideas. 



OPEN GARDENS 
 

This is a major event in the Portishead in Bloom calendar and 2019 was once again a huge success. 
Thank you to the brilliant organisation of committee member, Barry Gunter, and to all of the hard  
working, generous people who opened their gardens and provided much enjoyment to many hundreds 
of people. It really is a special weekend and our biggest fund raiser. 
The dates for 2020 have been set so keep Saturday 13th June and Sunday 14th June free for another 
inspirational fun filled weekend. If you would like to be included in our programme and open your  
garden or know of someone who may be interested in opening their garden, please contact  
Barry Gunter at portisheadinbloom@btinternet.com.  

All types and sizes of gardens are encouraged and new gardens are always welcomed. 

THANK YOU Generous donations have been 
added to our funds. Money collected for the raffle 
at Bob and Wendy's Summer Dance was split 
between 3 local organisations and £45 was given 
to Portishead in Bloom.  
A  lovely surprise arrived in the post as a 
donation of £500 was gratefully received in  
recognition of our work and all the years of  
pleasure the flowers and gardens have provided.  
Another kind donation of £100 was given by 
Pauline Simper in memory of Ben. 

WAITROSE 
We are very grateful that our local shop has  
chosen Portishead in Bloom as part of their 
Community Matters scheme in September. 
Please vote for us and put your green token in 
the box. Thank you! 

SAINSBURYS 
On Friday August 30th, 14 volunteers will be 
collecting funds and displaying boards about 
what we do at the local Sainsburys. We hope to 
generate a lot of interest, perhaps sign up some 
new volunteers, interest in our newsletter and 
raise a few pennies too. Please 
come and see us! 

Recent Events 
Portishead in Bloom representatives have been to  
meetings recently that encourage environmental  
issues within the town.  
Turn the Tide ran a very worthwhile evening talk at 
the Waitrose café, illustrating the problems on a 
global scale with plastics in our Oceans. We would 
very much like to have further links with this  
enthusiastic group to promote both of our causes. 
These are very positive moves for our lovely town. 

ART COMPETITION 
During the last few months we have run an art 
competition for children within the town, linked 
with the RHS and entitled “Get rid of plastic—
GO GREEN!” 
 The winning paintings have been on display in 
the Library and congratulations to 
all of the children for their winning 
entries and to the overall winner 
Bethany from High Down School 
who will now go forward to the 
South West in Bloom  
competition. 

Rodmoor Gardens being judged for Pride of Parks assessment 

August  
15th 



The New Seaside Bed    
 We have watched with interest how this new area has  
developed with the thrift, sea kale and sea holly doing well. Some 
grass has also re appeared but this is being eradicated.  
It is sad that again all of the large pebbles with Portishead in 
Bloom written on them, have gone! Eighteen of the pebbles also 
had the names of the plants written on them to help people identify 
this unusual vegetation. New notices have been placed in the area 
to explain that the garden is especially created. We will replace the  
pebbles in time but we do not want to keep spending donated 
money on things that are taken from this garden. Hopefully with the 
notices in place people will respect this area.   

 

PORTISHEAD BIG PICNIC 
After a very dubious weather forecast for this event, the decision was made at 9am to go ahead with 
the Big Picnic. It turned out to be the correct decision as the rain stayed away and the hundreds of  
people who attended the event enjoyed a lovely afternoon being entertained. Performances by various 
local groups included Highly Strung who encouraged some very enthusiastic dancing, The Community 
Choir and the Town Band who provided some sing- a- long songs and the young dancers from the 
Youth Centre who were amazing with a complicated dance routine. Some of the children were only 7 
years old and their enthusiasm was clear to see. Danielle, their choreographer, obviously inspired the 
group brilliantly. The story tellers also had a captive audience during the afternoon. Thank you to  
everyone who performed and also to those who supported the event. 

Thank you to all of the performers. 
You were AMAZING!  

For Further details about PIB please see our  

Website        www.portisheadinbloom.org.uk,  
follow us on       FACEBOOK and Twitter  

or e mail          portisheadinbloom@btinternet.com 


