NEWSLETTER
DECEMBER 2019
5313 Volunteer hours worked in 2019
South West in Bloom Gold Award Winners 2008-2019
Champion of Champions Gold Award 2017
One of the top 7 In Bloom places in the UK

PORTISHEAD—a great place to live!

from

Future Work Parties
Tuesday December 10th
Jubilee Park
Wednesday December 18th
Rodmoor Gardens
Monday January 6th
Rodmoor Gardens
Tuesday January 14th
Potager
Wednesday January 22nd
Rodmoor Gardens
SATURDAY January 25th
Rodmoor Gardens
Thursday January 30th
Meet at The Folk Hall

MERRY CHRISTMAS and
HAPPY NEW YEAR
The Portishead in Bloom Committee

Thank you for your help and support during
the last year
9.30 am

We would love some extra volunteers so if
you could help, please do come and join us.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Sunday December 15th

Please come and support us.
We will be selling

Mistletoe
Floral decorations
Planted Hyacinth bulbs

Victorian Afternoon – High Street – 3.00pm

2020
Saturday in March (date to be confirmed)
Quiz Night
Saturday /Sunday June 6th/7th
Open Gardens Weekend

RECENT WORK
RODMOOR GARDENS—The bi-monthly visits to this area
always generates varied work but the main task
recently has been the clearing of many leaves from the
flower beds and lawns. It is good to have some leaves to
put goodness back into the soil but the piles of leaves
collected sometimes stifle plants so instead they are put to
good use in our compost bins in the lower part of the
Gardens (The Nuttery). We then use the compost the
following year to enhance the rose beds in particular.
We will be having a Saturday work party on January 25th
to tackle this task. We really need more help for this job
and a few more people,(especially with muscles!) will
make the task easier.
New Heuchera plants now adorn the garden and we look
forward to seeing the beautiful foliage develop. The
central bed has now been planted with purple and white
pansies and the white tulips will emerge in the Spring.
There are some rather large clumps of black bamboo near
the entrance and these are now looking very decorative
with lower leaves removed.

More Recent Work
Millennium Garden This is a secluded garden near St Peter’s Church which is full of interesting
plants and has a lawned area with benches for quiet reflection. Ten people helped to weed, cut
back and generally get the garden ready for the Winter.
Bridge Planters These new containers on the Twinning bridges, produced a wonderful display
throughout the Summer but the plants and compost have been removed and will be replanted in
late Spring.
Various Central areas—The wooden poppies were removed and have been stored to be re used
next year. The Bell area has been planted with pink and white Bellis ( daisy like flowers) and purple
violas. The Telecoms beds (near Aldi) have been planted with red and yellow polyanthus to give a
splash of colour as people drive past or queue at the traffic lights. The Portishead Kitchens flower
bed has been tidied and the dahlias have been stored over winter. Look out for the vibrant colours
as the plants develop over the year. The tubs and baskets throughout the town and looking colourful
and have flourished in the milder weather.

December 2nd Work party Lake House
Nursery
Some of our
volunteers spent an
enjoyable hour with
the children to help them plant bluebells. The plants will be kept at the
nursery and nurtured by the children
until they are ready to be planted in the
lower part of Rodmoor Gardens.
The children often use these gardens
and we are working with the teachers to
enable the pupils to utilise the area
even more. Hopefully they will enjoy
seeing their plants grow.

A Frosty Morning at Rodmoor Gardens

VICTORIAN AFTERNOON/EVENING
We are having a stall at this event on Sunday 15th
December from 3pm—7pm and we would really like
some help to “man “ the stand. If you can spare an hour
to help us that would be fantastic. Please contact
Portishead in Bloom and offer when you would be able to
help. We will be selling some floral items and chatting to
the public about what we do.
Hopefully we will have enough people so that we can
form a rota.
Calendar—Although we created and sold a successful
calendar last year, we have decided not to produce one
this year as there are already 3 Portishead Calendars for
sale within the town. We will be creating one next year so
the competition had better watch out!

There were many awards announced in last month’s newsletter including two Outstanding awards for local WI groups. Unfortunately the
wrong name was attached to the photo so here is the photo of Mary,
Jackie and Pam who belong to the Marina WI. Along with others they
look after the beautiful flower bed in Station Road, opposite Portishead
Primary School and the RHS judges decided it is Outstanding. Well
done ladies and thank you for beautifying the town. Look out for the
Spring bulbs which should appear in the early months of next year.

THANK YOU
Portishead in Bloom are very grateful for the
following donations
Bob and Wendy’s Christmas dance raffle
raised money for The Christmas Lights, The
Hospice and Portishead in Bloom. Thank you
for £68 which will be put towards new plants
within the Potager Garden.
Another donation of £100 was received and
thank you to the Redcliffe Bay WI Gardening
group for a £50 donation. These donations
help to enhance the town which benefits
everyone.

Portishead Kitchens
Anna, the owner, is a great supporter of Portishead
in Bloom and has she organised a book sale with all
proceeds going towards Portishead in Bloom. A
fantastic £70 was raised so thank you Anna for a
great idea. Books are still being sold so pop along
and have a look!
RAFFLE
During the AGM celebration evening a raffle took
place which raised a very healthy £131. There were
also some donations for the wine and soft drinks
which totalled £13.37.
It is lovely that so many people are supporting us and
all money helps to enhance our town.

PORTISHEAD LIGHTS
The team from Portishead in Bloom supports the
volunteers of the Christmas lights. On a damp
Sunday morning we set up a stall near The
Somerset Hall, providing free hot drinks and home
made cakes for all the hard working people hanging
the lights in the High Street. The volunteers were
very appreciative and the ever growing display of
lights is enjoyed by everyone in the community.
We also helped with the bucket collection at the
“great switch on”. Many people were very generous
and a lot of money was collected for this wonderful
cause.

Portishead in Bloom has had an amazing year, achieving
GOLD for our town and the wonderful Queen’s Award for
Volunteers—the equivalent to an MBE. We are very
grateful to everyone who has congratulated us on our
achievements and has made comments about how
beautiful the town looks because of our volunteers’ hard
work. “Thank You’s” are so appreciated by everyone.
Hopefully 2020 will be just as successful.
For Further details about PIB please see our
Website
www.portisheadinbloom.org.uk,
follow us on
FACEBOOK and Twitter
or e mail
portisheadinbloom@btinternet.com

Delicious home
made cakes on
offer to the hard
working volunteers

