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 2086 Volunteer hours worked in 2019 

 QUEEN’S  AWARD 

We are delighted to announce that Portishead in Bloom has been awarded the Queen's Award for  
Voluntary Service (the MBE for voluntary groups). We're thrilled and honoured to receive it. It's a tribute to 
all the amazing volunteers, past and present, and to the wider Portishead community for their fantastic 
support! The committee received the news a few weeks ago and it was a very special surprise . It had to 
be kept  secret until 9am on Sunday June 2nd when it was announced nationally. There were 4 volunteer 
group recipients within the large county of Somerset, including ourselves.  
Many thanks to Andy Flint for nominating us, with support from David Pasley and John Clerk.  
During the preceding week some of our members attended two different events  in celebration of the 
award.  

Ken and Beryl Windibank, Toni Parsons and Judith Burrill 
represented Portishead in Bloom on Wednesday May 29th 
at The Royal Bath and West Show. They were invited to  
Afternoon Tea by the Lord Lieutenant of Somerset along 
with other nominees for the Queen’s Voluntary Service 
Award 2019. They shared a table with Forum 21 Minehead 
who also we discovered on June 2nd were winners of the 
Award. Although a dull and wet day the four enjoyed a  
wonderful afternoon tea with Prosecco in the special council 
Marquee. There were nine nominated groups this year for 
the QVA and listening to the description of each one, all 
would have been very worthy winners. It was indeed an 
honour to represent Portishead and we look forward hope-
fully to welcoming Annie Maws, Lord Lieutenant, later this 
summer to Portishead for the presentation of a signed cer-
tificate by the Queen and a piece of engraved glass. 

South West in Bloom Gold Award Winners 2008-2018 

 Champion of Champions Gold Award 2017  

One of the top 7 In Bloom places in the UK  

PORTISHEAD—a great place to live!  

Members of the 
Portishead in 
Bloom  
Committee  
celebrating 
their award 



BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
As a result of Portishead in Bloom being 
awarded The Queen's Award for Voluntary 
Services, two of our committee were very 
privileged to go to a Garden Party at  
Buckingham Palace on Wednesday July 
29th. Ian Murphy and Jane Pagano attended 
and had a memorable afternoon. The Queen 
and Prince Harry and other members of the 
royal family were present. Tea was served in 
a huge marquee and the band played all  
afternoon. They were able to walk anywhere 
in the Palace gardens which are all very well 
kept and surprisingly large and quiet for the 
centre of London. Lots of areas are left as 
havens for wildlife and the lake and rose 
garden are special highlights. 

Jane Pagano and Ian Murphy enjoying the Garden 

RECENT WORK 
Rodmoor Gardens has had work parties continuing to weed, cut back and dead heading to encourage 
new growth. The Spring plants in the centre bed have now been removed and purple and white petu-
nias together with light blue lobelia have been planted at the entrance to the gardens and in the central 
bed. The alliums are still flowering but as they fade their beautiful structural seed heads will remain. 
Jubillee Park This is sometimes a more difficult area to work with weeds seeming to grow in  
abundance. There will be some new penstemons and ground cover introduced to try to stop the weeds 
from taking over certain areas. 
Scout Beds On a lovely sunny evening 25 cubs together with their leaders and some parents helped to 
plant the 3 flower beds near the entrance to Portishead. The planting scheme of magenta, white and 
blue was followed but we will look at these beds with interest as the cubs planted with great enthusiasm 
but some of the plants may not necessarily have been planted in the correct position!  
Carousel Painting The carousels in the High Street, which hold the hanging baskets, have needed re-
painting this year but being so tall it has been hard to get equipment to enable this. However, we are 
very grateful to Speedy Bristol Superstore especially, Tony the depot manager and Sam the assistant 
manager, for providing a scaffold platform free of charge. Three carousels have been painted but the 
remaining 4 will be completed during the summer. 
Butcher’s Block Bed This has been weeded and re planted with Summer Bedding plants including    
purple petunias and lobelia . The herbs within this bed are thriving and many bee loving plants  
enhance the area. 
The Potager Garden has looked spectacular in recent weeks with the Californian poppies seemingly 
the brightest plants. There have been so many people admiring the area and taking photos and it is a  
pleasure to help provide such a stunning area.  

PLANT SALE 
On May 18th we held a very 
successful plant sale at The  
Potager Garden. Having 5 car 
loads of plants meant we had 
plenty to offer our many  
customers from ornamental 
grasses to Summer bedding 
and vegetables. All proved to 
be popular and a grand total of 
over £560 was raised, which 
was amazing. Thank you. 

GARDEN AWARDS 
This year the garden awards are open for front and back  
gardens, balconies and pots so if you have a garden to be 
proud of or perhaps you have a friend or neighbour who has a 
beautiful garden, enter into our garden awards.  
The application forms can be found on our website or within 
the Open Gardens programmes . 
 Entries have to be submitted by June 28th and judging will 
take place on July 1st. 
Good luck everyone and don't be shy—enter your garden, you 
may be our overall prize winner!  



HIGH STREET TUBS and BASKETS 
The Summer bedding plants are now in 
place as about 30 volunteers tackled the 
task of planting the large blue planters at 
the end of May. The hanging baskets were 
hung a few days later and the troughs  
decorating the railings all follow through 
with the same colour scheme of blue, 
  magenta and white. The plants we have 
used this year are petunias, lobeilia,  
 Geraniums, osteospernums and verbena. 
Hopefully the display will be as stunning as 
last year. We are still awaiting some new 
troughs which we purchased  earlier in the 
year, to be placed on the twinning bridges.  

 
 
 
 

High Street Flags 
Summer has arrived in Portishead when the beautifully  
coloured flags are raised high for all to see. At the end of 
May over 50 flags were put up with the help of many  
volunteers from Portishead Christmas Lights. During winter 
a talented group of ladies repair, designed and made the 
flags ready for the Summer display. This year the new flags 
recognising local events include The Portishead Players, 
The Portishead Christmas Lights and The Blue Campaign. 
There were many lovely comments on social media with 
some examples below. 

They look beautiful  Well done all. They brighten up the High Street  

Looking great. The extra colour and interest added by all the  

varied designs makes a real noticeable difference 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Saturday /Sunday June 8th / 9th 2019 

Open Gardens Weekend 

Monday July 8th 

SW in Bloom Judging 

Saturday July 20th  

The Big Picnic—Jubilee Park 

Future Work Parties 

Tuesday June11th 

Boat Roundabout—Sheepway 

Wednesday June 19th 

Rodmoor Gardens 

Thursday June 27th 

Potager (Near the Library) 

Monday July1st 

Rodmoor Gardens 

This may be subject to change so please 

check the website for updates 

As the judging approaches there may be  

extra evening work parties to make sure  

everything is looking its best. 

 

9.30 am 

THANK YOU 
We are delighted to have received a donation of £150 from a 
raffle held at the Phoenix Bar. We also received a £20  
donation from The Lions Car Boot sale  held in early June. 
Unfortunately the rain hampered their event so hopefully the 
weather will be kind next time. We are very grateful for this 
money which will go towards future projects within Portishead. 

Blue Campaign 
Look out for wooden blue hearts around the town—these have 
been placed in areas where the grass has been left to grow to 
help increase wildlife and encourage native plant species.  
Watkins and Tasker Vetinary Group have participated and their 
wildflower area is encouraging pollinators. Blue hearts have 
also been placed at Sheepway. Trinity School have also left a 
wild area to investigate what happens to it.  
The Public Meeting on June 26th at The Folk Hall entitled “Wild 
Portishead “is to get ideas about encouraging wildlife within our 
town. Portishead in Bloom will certainly be contributing towards 
this important initiative and highlight aspects that we already 
undertake. 

For Further details about PIB please see our  

Website        www.portisheadinbloom.org.uk,  
follow us on       FACEBOOK and Twitter  

or e mail          portisheadinbloom@btinternet.com 


