NEWSLETTER
F E B R U A RY 2 0 2 0
262 Volunteer hours worked in 2019
South West in Bloom Gold Award Winners 2008-2019
Champion of Champions Gold Award 2017
One of the top 7 In Bloom places in the UK

Portishead in Bloom fundraising

PORTISHEAD—a great place to live!

Future Work Parties
Wednesday February 19th
Rodmoor Gardens (please bring
green bags)

Thursday February 27th
Potager (Near the Library)
Monday March 2nd
Rodmoor
Tuesday March 10th
Potager
SATURDAY March 14th
Rodmoor—Nuttery
Wednesday March 18th
Rodmoor Gardens
Thursday March 26th
Esplanade area

9.30 am

We would love some extra volunteers so if
you could help, please do come and join us.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Saturday March 28th
Quiz Night
Friday May 1st
Bucket collection—Lidl
Sunday May 10th
Empty tubs
Saturday May 16th
Plant Sale
Thursday May 21st
Tub planting
Saturday /Sunday June 6th/7th
Open Gardens Weekend
Early July
Judging takes place

QUIZ NIGHT_
Saturday March 28th
Redcliffe Bay Hall
7.00- 10.30pm
£5 per person to include sandwiches.
Please bring your own drink.
Teams of 4, but couples or individuals can make
up a team on the night.
Please contact
Judith.Burrill@btinternet.com
THANK YOU— We would like to thank the Phoenix Bar for
their generous donation of £116 through a raffle they held.
We are always delighted to receive donations as these will
go towards further projects within the town.

Tools with a Mission
Portishead in Bloom has decided to support this
worthwhile organisation. Their mission is to collect
unwanted tools, refurbish them, sort them into trade kits
and send them across the world. The tools then enable
entire communities to transform their lives.
If you have any old but not broken garden tools or DIY
tools then you can donate them to this project.
Please contact Jane Pagano—01275– 843965 to arrange
delivery. The collected items will then be taken to the
Bristol collection point where they will be included in one of
the 11 shipping containers leaving UK.

RODMOOR GARDENS
We will be having a Saturday work party on
March 14th to help with various projects
within the lower part of the Gardens. It will be
lovely seeing this area develop.

THE NUTTERY
The lower part of Rodmoor Gardens is known as the nuttery due to
the various nut trees planted by Portishead in Bloom. This area has
been very shaded for a long time which has made it difficult to grow
certain plants. Glendale (North Somerset Council contractors) were
asked to reduce the hedge and remove the large pile of branches
collected over the last 6 months. They did a fantastic job and the
transformation is amazing. It is so much lighter and it looks much
bigger too. We look forward to developing this area with input from
the teachers of Station House nursery and Lake House nursery as
the nursery children often visit these gardens.
A much lighter area has been created
The crocus can now be seen enjoying the
sunshine

RECENT WORK
Rodmoor Gardens has had a lot of work over the last month with many shrubs pruned and removed .
The roses have been expertly pruned by Jane and Ken so if you have roses now is the time to prune
them. There has been a transformation at the entrance where old shrubs and woody plans were
removed as they were not at their best. New plants have been planted including a lovely new
crabapple tree and hellebores, osmanthus, sambucus and coronilla which are flowering plants. Other
bee loving perennials will be planted in the Spring.
During a very successful Saturday work party where 19 people helped out,
three of the compost bins were emptied and the home made compost was
distributed over the rose beds. This was a task that certainly involved a lot
of team work . Volunteers stood IN the bins and piled the compost into
wheel barrows and bags. The next group of volunteers took the
contents to the third group of volunteers who raked the
compost over the beds.
The roses will certainly benefit from the goodness and it
is great that it is all
home made and
didn't cost a penny!

The Potager work party only managed to garden for an hour as the heavy
rain got the better of us but even during that time a lot of weeds, especially
thistles, were removed. The mild, wet weather has certainly made everything
grow. An interesting fungus has developed within the surrounding wooden
sleeper. Does anyone know what it may be? There are plans to restructure
one of the sections of The Potager so watch out for its development.

.

The tubs and baskets in the High
Street are developing even further with
miniature daffodils appearing along with the
beautiful multicoloured polyanthus.
We hope that the colour will last until May
when the flowers are replaced by Summer
Bedding plants.

A work party took place at the bottom of the High Street on the
corner of Brampton Way. This area has now become a light and
airy space since rather over grown shrubs were removed from a
neighbouring house. The volunteers cleared the weeds from the
large bed, cut back perennials, cleared the slippery green moss
from the paths and tamed the shrubs at the far end of the area near
the bench. Within this area was the most amazing fragrance of
winter honeysuckle—what a find! Please have a look if you walk in
this area.

Winter honeysuckle
Jubillee Park
(The Rusty Ladies) is home to a
beautiful flower bed containing
snowdrops, hellebores and cyclamen
which provide delightful winter colour.
Volunteers recently made good
progress with weeding this area
and.re-discovering the overgrown
beds.

Flags
The hard working volunteers who create the wonderful display of flags during the Summer months,
have had workshops repairing and creating new flags. They have also helped the organisers of the
Winter Wonderland create 4 flags for their forthcoming event. The new flags for the Portishead in
Bloom display includes one for the RNLI and Winter Wonderland. Thank you to all involved.
For Further details about PIB please see our
Website
www.portisheadinbloom.org.uk,
follow us on
FACEBOOK and Twitter
or e mail portisheadinbloom@btinternet.com

